16/ 06/ 1997
Dr M D8 nust showirrefutable results to gain credibility

Farush Khan in I stanbul

DATUK Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad said the new y-formed Co-operation for
Devel opnent or D-8, nust show results to gain credibility. "If we fail
then we shoul d not nmake a pretence of being useful,” the Prime Mnister
sai d yesterday.

Dr Mahathir, speaking at the first summit of the group at the C ragan
Pal ace, said the D-8 nust show results which are irrefutable on a yearly
basi s.

If it failed to do so, it should fold up, the Prine M nister said.

"We should fold up rather than hol d neani ngl ess neetings. That is the
chal l enge that we have to face," he said.

The D8 conprises Mal aysia, Turkey, Indonesia, Iran, Egypt, N geria,
Paki st an and Bangl adesh.

Dr Mahathir told grouping nmenbers that the first area they should co-
operate on should be in the defence of their system of denocracy, a topic
whi ch he spoke at |ength on

He told themthat they nust be denobcratic in their own noul d.

"Li beral denocracy nmay be good for sone, but not for everyone and |
don't think fromwhat | have observed, it will work for everyone of us".

The denocratic system said the Prine Mnister, was not divine | aw, but
concocted by very human and fallible people.

He sai d devel opi ng countries needed political stability nore than ever
bef ore.

"Enpires nmay be a thing of the past, but political and econom ¢ hegenony
is very nmuch alive. If we don't put our houses in order, if we remain weak
politically, we will all revert to being colonies, in fact if not in
name, " he said.

Wthout political stability, he said, even the economically strong would
becone weak.

"Certainly the econonically weak will become totally paral ysed. And we
are econom cally weak and often politically unstable."

The Prime M nister said he wanted to enphasi se he was not advocati ng
aut horitarian rule.

"l am advocating denocracy as practised by the Western denpcrats during
their denocratic infancy. When they were | ess liberal denocratically no
one condemmed themor threatened them

"W are asking that we be allowed to evol ve our denpcracy at our own
pace wi thout harassnment and threats. That is all."

On Mal aysia's nenbership inthe D8 the Prine Mnister said: "W hope
to learn fromthe other nenbers and co-operate and trade with them It is
bel i eved that poor countries are not good trading partners, but what is a
fact is that the rich had always traded with the poor."

The Prime M nister said: "So, Ml aysia subscribes to the initial snal
menbership. It is not, | amsure, a desire to be exclusive. It is nerely
the need to be manageabl e. Once progress or success has been achi eved we
shoul d open our nenbership to others."

By confining to the eight countries in the D-8, the nenbers were not
doi ng anyone any di sservi ce.

"I amstressing this because | would not like to create m sunderstandi ng
or to of fend anyone," he said.

Wiile it is true to say there was strength in nunbers, the Prine
M ni ster said nunbers could al so "wei gh us down".



In the eight countries, he said, there were alnost 800 nillion people.
"Whet her they will contribute to strengthening us or whether they wll
wei gh us down depends very nmuch on us, that is, the governnents
responsi bl e for the devel opment or otherwi se of our countries.”

( END)
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