05/ 12/ 1997
Don't increase assessnment rates for the tinme being

S. Sundareson
ITis nost disheartening to note that when the country is facing economc
probl ens and people are tightening their belts to survive, |ocal
authorities like the Petaling Jaya and | poh Munici pal Councils have deened
it fit to increase assessnent rates.

The nove will definitely cause further hardship, particularly to people

with fixed incomes, |ike pensioners and wage earners.
Time and again, the Prine Mnister has reiterated that the Governnent,
inits efforts to overcone the economc downturn, will not burden the

peopl e. Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad has appeal ed to the busi ness
community not to raise the prices of goods and services indiscrimnately.
He has even warned that the Governnent will not hesitate to introduce

| egislation to book irresponsi bl e traders.

The | ocal authorities should endeavour to nanage their affairs as
efficiently as possible and refrain (at least for now fromfurther taxing
t he rat e- payers.

It is felt that the Mnistry of Local Governnent and Housi ng shoul d
direct local authorities to put on hold the proposed increase in
assessnent until the econonmy recovers and people can afford to pay higher
rates.
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