12/ 07/ 1997
11 heads of governnents to attend LID ' 97

Lokman Mansor

ELEVEN heads of governnments, including First Prine Mnister in exile
Prince Norodom Ranari ddh, have confirned their attendance at the third
Langkawi | nternational Dialogue (LID'97), to be held on the island from
July 28 to 30.

Science Adviser in the Prine Mnister's Departnment Tan Sri Datuk Dr QOrar
Abdul Rahman sai d al t hough Ranari ddh had earlier confirned his attendance,
gi ven the present situation in Canbodia, he is unsure whether the first
prinme minister will nake it to the dial ogue.

A list of potential heads of state who nmight attend LID ' 97 al so
i ncl udes Canbodi a's Second Prime M nister Hun Sen, Ranariddh's bitter
rival in the ongoing conflict for control of Cambodia. Hun Sen has not
confirmed his attendance.

"What ever the case, we will consult with Wsna Putra (the Foreign
M nistry) on the attendance of Canbodia's prine mnisters (should they
decide to attend), as we do with all the heads of state attending LID
'97," Dr Omar said at a press conference in Kuala Lunmpur yesterday.

O her heads of state who have confirned their attendance include
Bot swana President Sir Ketunile Masire, Nam bian President Dr Sam Nuj ona,
Zi mbabwe President Dr Robert G Migabe, and Mal awi vice president Justin
Mal ewezi. Al of whom attended LID ' 96.

Ugandan Presi dent Yoweri Kaguta Miuseveni and Ghana Vi ce President Prof
John Evans Atta MIls have also confirmed that they will attend the
di al ogue, which carries the thene "Smart Partnership in Action”

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad has confirned his
attendance at LID '97, as have his counterparts Pascal Rakotonmavo of
Madagascar, Navin Rangool am of Mauritius and Prince Jameson Miilin
D am ni of Swazil and.

El even ministers will attend the dial ogue, including three each from
Mal aysi a and Zi nbabwe, two from Nam bia, and one each from Seychel | es,
Tonga and Mal aw .

LID'"97 will be divided into four sessions covering conpany and inter-
company experiences, cooperative franmeworks beyond nati onal borders,
technol ogy for emnergi ng econom es, and technol ogy in financial services.

"There will al so be hands-on denonstrations of applications of
technol ogy in el ectronic conmerce and the finance sector,"” said Dr Qmar,
who is also joint chairman of the Mal aysi an I ndustry Governnment G oup for
H gh Technol ogy (M GHT) and joint secretary of the International Advisory
Counci|l for LID"'97.

"The Langkawi International Dialogue has truly taken on an internationa
di rensi on. W have received positive comments on LID as well as on its
spin-offs," he said

LID'97 is jointly organi sed by M GHT and the Conmonweal t h Part nership
for Technol ogy Managenent. Since the first dialogue in 1995, LID has
becone a nodel for the setting up of the Barbados |International D al ogue
(BID '96) and the Southern African International Dialogue (SAID'97).

Earlier, Dr Omar received cheques fromLID'97 sponsors. Miin sponsors
Mal aysi an Resources Corp Bhd, Sapura Group and Tel ekom Mal aysi a Bhd each
gave RVb00, 000, while corporate sponsors YTL Corp Bhd, Chase Perdana Bhd,
Ekran Bhd and Sungei Way Bhd each presented RMLOO, 000.

( END)



	11 heads of governments to attend LID '97 (12/07/1997)

