18/ 06/ 1997
Early publicity canpaigns i nportant: Sabbaruddin

Kang Si ew Li

DATUK Sabbaruddin Chik reiterated yesterday the inportance of undertaking
early publicity canpai gns and pronoti onal programes for any events,

i ncluding sporting events, held in the country.

Speaki ng from experi ence of organising the Visit Ml aysia Years 1990 and
1994, the Culture, Arts and Tourism M nister said: "Pronptions are very
important (to ensure the success of an event).

"If we are good at what we do, people will talk about it. And if we do a
bad job, people will also talk about it. It (pronotions) is a
responsibility," he told Business Times.

He was asked on the devel opnents foll owing his statenent on the | ack of
publicity for the Cormobnweal th Ganes which had led to the resignation of
Sukom Ni nety- Ei ght Bhd executive chairman Jen (B) Tan Sri Hashi m Mohaned
Al'i on Minday. Hashimhas since withdrew his resignation letter follow ng
a request by Acting Prime M nister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahim

"I do not regret making the statenent that publicity should be made. My
only regret is that the way the devel opnents have taken its course. | am
sorry if it it has hurt anybody, especially Hashim" he said.

Sabbar uddi n said when the mnistry organi sed the Visit Ml aysia Year
1994, the publicity canpaign was carried out as early as August 1992 when
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad | aunched its worl dw de
publicity canpaign in Kuala Lunpur.

This nove enabl ed both the | ocal and foreign tour agents to package
programres under the Visit Ml aysia Year 1994 for tourists.

"Tour agents need tinme to do nmarket segnentation and draw up their
packages. They have to | ook at the programes we woul d be organising for
the year, find out who would nost |ikely go for these programres, work out
the logistics such as transport and accommodati on and then sell these
packages, " he added.

Al t hough the Commonweal th Games is only 15 nonths away, Sabbaruddin
believed it is never too late to pronote the international neet which will
be hel d between Septenber 11 and 21 next year.

Unli ke the year-long Visit Ml aysia Year, he pointed out that the
Conmonweal th Games stretches only 11 days. "The shorter the period of an
event, the nore concentration you have got to give and the nore planni ng
that goes into it."

The m nistry, he said, has included the Ganes in its Sports and
Recreation Year 1998 cal endar of events. It is one of 174 events in the
cal endar, which also includes the annual tourismactivities such as Flora
Fest in July and Ml aysi a Fest in Septenber.

The cal endar is expected to be printed soon for distribution in August.

Besides this, the mnistry is also pronoting the Commonweal th Ganes
through its tourismsales mssions overseas. Beginning with the ITB Berlin
in February, the Ml aysia Tourism Pronotion Board has included pronotions
for the Commonweal th Ganes.

The Commonweal th Ganes song are sung at Tourism Mal aysi a's performances
during the sales mssions. "W also distribute Sukom s gift itens such as
paper wei ghts, pins, badges ... which we bought at full cost. Qur gifts and
souvenirs now conprise these itens," he said.

Bernama reports: A detailed report of Sukom Ni nety Ei ght Bhd operations
and preparations for the 1998 Commonweal th Ganes will be given to
m ni sters soon, Youth and Sports Mnister Tan Sri Mihyiddin Yassin said



yest er day.

The nove is to avoid confusion and criticisms agai nst Sukom' 98, the
conmpany in charge to organise the ganmes, he told reporters after receiving
the E.I. Dubai football squad from Bosni a-Herzegovina at his office, in
Kual a Lunpur.

Muhyi ddin said the report will contain latest information on the
conmpany's preparations for the prestigious tournanent from Septenber 11 to
21.

He said the conmpany officials will brief himon June 21 on the publicity
aspect and ways to boost the publicity blitz.

He said the budget for publicity canpaigns and timng will be anmong the
key issues to be discussed at the neeting.
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