11/ 11/ 1997

Ex- coach suspended over nol est probe, court told

KUALA LUVMPUR, Mon. - Former national athletics coach C. Ramanat han was
suspended following a police investigation into all eged sexual harassment
of female athletes by him Ml aysian Amateur Athletics Union president
Dat uk Khalid Yunos told the Hi gh Court today.

Khal i d sai d Ramanat han was still under suspension pendi ng the di sposa
of his appeal against a conviction on charges of outraging the nodesty of
two fermal e at hl etes.

"Pursuant to the police investigations, the plaintiff was charged and
subsequent|ly convicted in respect of the sexual harassnent charges.

"I understand that the plaintiff has appeal ed agai nst the conviction and
as such, the MAAU considers this matter as yet to be resolved. The MAAU
will reconsider upon the final resolution of the matter," he said.

Khal i d was gi ving evidence at the hearing of a suit brought against him
as a MAAU of fice-bearer, by Ramanathan in respect of his suspension as
coach.

Ramant han, who cl ai s no reason was given for his suspension, also
claimed that the suspension anpbunted to a suspension of the contract
bet ween hi mand the MAAU

He further clained he had not been served with notice prior to the
suspensi on nor was he given a chance to be heard

Descri bing his suspension as "fatally flawed", Ramanathan said the MAAU
was guilty of arbitrary action and abuse of power. He al so charged MAAU
with not acting on any valid or |egal power or authority.

Ranmanat han i s seeki ng

* a declaration that MAAU s |etter of suspension dated April 18, 1994,
is bad inlaw, null and void and of no effect or consequence;

* a declaration that his purported suspension w thout pay fromApril 18,
1994 is null and void;

* a stay of the suspension and paynent of his full salary and other
benefits on the terns and conditions before the suspension pending the
di sposal of the suit; and

* that he be paid arrears of salary, damages, interest, costs and other
relief.

Ramanat han i s represented by Karpal Singh while Mahathir Abdullah and S.
Soba appeared for Khalid before Judicial Conm ssioner Datuk Kamal anat han
Rat nam

Asked by Mahat hir about the circunstances | eadi ng Rananat han to work
with the MMAU, Khalid said the plaintiff was seconded fromthe National
Sports Council until Decenber 1991.

"The NSC did not renew his services fromJanuary 1992 onwards. W were
prepared to pay himan all owance of RMW00 a nonth for co-ordinating the
coaching comrittee in the MAAU to prepare the devel opnent of coaching
plans until the NSC revi ewed his services," he said.

Khal i d sai d Ramanat han was not enpl oyed by the MAAU but was paid an
al l onance for his services and the noney was al so to assist him
financially while his future with the NSC was bei ng deci ded.

To anot her question, Khalid said the all owance was stopped in March 1994
foll owi ng the MAAU deci sion to suspend Ramanat han.

Hearing conti nues.

( END)
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