27/ 11/ 1997

Econony: Diplomats urged to play part

KUALA LUVPUR, Wed. - Mal aysi an di pl omati ¢ m ssi ons abroad have been asked
to explain to the international conmunity the Governnment's efforts to
strengt hen the nation's economnic situation.

Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad Badawi said today his
M nistry had issued a circular to these m ssions on the current economc
situation and the Government's commitnment to overcomne the probl em

The circular is for civil servants, corporate entities, association
| eaders, including Mal aysi an friendshi p associ ati ons, and Mal aysi an
citizens.

"We have expl ained our intention to defend the country fromel ements
t hat can weaken our econony.

"W have al so stressed that we still welcone all foreign direct
i nvestnents and want themto continue such econonmic ties," he said after
handi ng over the Malaysian flag to the Silverstone TransAfrica 4X4
Expedition teamat Wsnma Putra.

The event, sponsored by Silverstone Bhd, will take 55 participants al ong
a 17,000kmroute through 12 countries over 33 days.

The expedition is under the patronage of Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad. South African President Nel son Mandela will flag off the
rally at Cape Town on Mnday. It ends in Cairo, Egypt.

On the Mal aysi an Techni cal Co-operation Programe, Abdullah said it
woul d continue to be inplenented without any change i n objectives despite
t he on-goi ng cost-cutting exercise.

"W will try our very best to ensure that the programe is inplenented
in full when the economic situation recovers fully."

Abdul | ah al so announced the setting up of a unit under its
admi ni strative officers today to curb excessive spendi ng.

The unit will handl e property mai ntenance, ensure the well-being of the
M nistry's equi pment and curb wastage of stationery.

Abdul | ah al so appeal ed to Mal aysi an representati ves abroad to postpone
all construction projects of new enbassy buildings if such contracts had
not been awar ded.

"W have to put such plans on hold to mnimse spending,” he added.
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