20/ 10/ 1997
Edi nburgh gears up to recei ve Cormonweal t h guests, and cash

Joseph Bi ngkasan

THE Scottish econony stands to reap STGL3.5 million (about RM7O million)
this nonth as a result of the Combnweal t h Heads of Governnment Meeting or
CHOGM i n Edi nburgh from Fri day to Monday.

The income will come fromthe rental of the Edi nburgh International
Conference Centre - the venue for the neeting - by the Edinburgh Gty
Counci | .

In what is only the EICC s second year in operation, the prestigious
venue continues to exceed all expectations of its econom c benefits to
Scot | and.

In the 12 nonths to March 31 this year, the centre brought in a total of
ST@.5 mllion.

"CHOGM wi | | enhance the EICC s reputation in the gl obal market and
enable it to conpete for nore international events while bringing nore
revenue to Scotland," the council's head of conmmunications |sabell Reid
sai d on Thursday.

She was briefing London-based foreign correspondents on the council's
role in ensuring the successful organisation of the 20th CHOGM

The correspondents were invited to a two-day tour of all the official
venues of the neeting by the London Correspondents Service.

The LCS is an office under the Foreign Ofice whose functions, anpbng
ot her things, involves the pronotion of activities between the United
Ki ngdom and forei gn countries.

The neeting will be attended by over 50 heads of CGovernnent, nostly
Prime Mnisters and Presidents, with their del egati ons and acconpanyi ng
media. It will be opened by Queen Elizabeth who is also the head of the
Conmmonweal t h.

Mal aysi a's del egation will be headed by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, who will be arriving in Edi nburgh on Thursday. The
following day he will receive a Honorary Fellowship fromthe Royal College
of Physi ci ans.

This is an honour to Malaysia as Dr Mahathir will be the only head of
Governnent to be accorded the prestigious award while attendi ng the CHOGM
The overseas Press corps will be contributing a substantial amunt of

the STGL3.5 mllion revenue expected by the council

So far about 15,000 nenbers of the Press fromall the Conmonweal th
countries have confirmed participation in the nmeeting and have requested
accreditati on which is handl ed by the Conmonweal th Secretariat in London.

Reid said it was expected that each correspondent woul d spend a mi ni num
of STGLOO a day. Wien one takes into account that the journalists would be
there for at least five days, the event is destined to give Scotland's
econony a rmuch needed boost.

Though the neeting will only officially begin on Friday, participants,
particul arly menbers of the Press and Conmonweal th Government officials
have al ready started arriving in Edi nburgh.

And this includes New Straits Tines news editor Syed Nadzri. NST group
editor Datuk A. Kadir Jasin will also be there. | will join themon
Thursday after covering the Prime Mnister's three functions in London.

The Prime Mnister will deliver a keynote address, Translating vision
into reality: The Mal aysi an Experience at the Churchill Auditoriumof the
Queen Eli zabet h Conference Centre.

He will also give a lecture on Asia's place and Asia's role in the



maki ng of a gl obal Commobnwealth at the Stationer's Hall.

I will be at the Hotel Inter-Continental after that where Dr Mhathir
wi Il be anmong the ei ght Commonweal th Heads of CGovernnent keynote speakers
at the Conmonweal t h Busi ness Forum

This forumis organised by the British Governnment, Conmmonweal th
Secretariat and Financial Tinmes Conferences.

Dr Mahathir will address Conmonweal th busi ness | eaders on The key issues
for the Commonweal th in pronoting trade and investnent. He will then
depart for Edi nburgh.

VWhile in Scotland, foreign journalists and tel evison crews will also be
guests at a dinner hosted by the Edi nburgh Press Club. They will be
treated to an el aborate dinner plus a free fl ow of beverages.

Frank Sullivan, a senior nenber of the Press Club, said that it had been
in existence since Wrld Var I1.

It survived the war with all its veteran nenbers continuing to be active
- though no | onger as nedia pl ayers.

"Once a journalist, forever a journalist," Sullivan said. The veteran
journalist, who left a leading UK daily four years ago, is now working for
a state-owned conpany as a senior Press and public relations executive.

The Press Club has its own building which houses a nedia centre, a bar
and restaurant, and is all set to give newsnmen a warm wel cone and ensure
their stay is a confortable one if not enjoyabl e.

Their notto is "You are wel conre, W need the noney". Honorary nenbers
are nost wel come.

Bei ng a guest of the Press Club, | was given, on the spot, honorary
menber ship, which will enable nme to enjoy its nedia and recreationa
facilities.

It seens to ne that the Press has played a pivotal role in noulding the
nation, and Press clubs like in Edinburgh only serve to uphold the proud
tradition and camaraderie in the fraternity.

Perhaps the long history and operation of the Edi nburgh Press Cub will
serve as a reninder to sone of the foreign journalists to inprove the
runni ng of their own clubs back hone.
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