04/ 02/ 1997

Educating the public on |iver disease

TO spread the nessage on the inportance of caring for the liver, the nine-
mont h- ol d Mal aysi an Li ver Foundation has initiated a public education
programre on the prevention and treatnent of |iver disease.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad is the patron of the
foundati on which was formed | ast April

To fund the education progranme, a project called "Cookies for Charity"
i s being organi sed by a group of conmmunity-conscious vol unteers headed by
Di ana Low, an advertising executi ve.

Anong t he volunteers are fund nanager Low Ee Keong, City Square staff
Zarina ldris, project manager Louisa Long and real estate agent Nigel Ng.

"Al'though we are all fromdiffferent backgrounds, we have one cl ear
objective - to work for a cause by raising funds for the foundation," Low
sai d.

She said there had been good response to past public canpaigns held in
shopping mall's, conmunity halls, schools, colleges, universities,
hospitals and factori es.

The hepatitis virus has accounted for 90 per cent of liver cancer in the
country, not to nention other |liver diseases |like gallstones, cirrhosis
and fatty liver.

About 2.5 million people in the country are believed to be viral
hepatitis carriers and nost of themare not even aware of it.

As such, they risk passing it to others, especially famly nmenbers.

"W hope to rai se RM200, 000 t hrough Cookies for Charity to conduct the
publ i c awar eness canpai gn, " Low sai d.

Priced at RML5 a box and RMLOO a hanper, the proceeds fromthe sale
woul d go to MLF to conduct the canpaign

The fund-raisers had al ready sent appeal letters to shoppi ng conpl exes,
conmpani es and individuals to help in the sale of the cookies.

For enquiries or order forms, call 03-2525262, 2722712 or fax 03-
2530900.
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