03/ 09/ 1997
Education best way to handle religious matters

Ram an Sai d

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - All State nmufti today were infornmed that the nost
sui tabl e approach in the handling of religious matters is through forma
and i nformal education and not force.

Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's Departnent Datuk Dr Abdul Hami d O hman
said this after the mufti met Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, at the Prime Mnister's Departnent this afternoon.

The mufti were briefed on why the Governnent had to be careful when
enforcing Syariah laws in view of Malaysia's nmulti-racial society.

Speaking to reporters follow ng the cl osed-door 2 1/2-hour neeting,
Abdul Ham d said the nmeeting had cleared all doubts and confusion that the
Governnent was trying to underm ne the nufti's powers.

Citing sone of the Friday sernbns which were critical of the Governnent
and Dr Mahathir, he said the purported conflict between the Prinme M nister
and the mufti was found to have been mani pul ated and politicised by a
certain Opposition party.

"W di scovered that the nobsques involved were those which use the
service of invited khatib (those who deliver the sernbns) who di sregarded
the texts prepared by the State religious councils."

The problem Abdul Hami d said, was w despread in the Federal Territory
where 12 nosques had been identified as having been used by certain groups
to discredit the Prinme Mnister

He said the nufti, sad that Dr Mahathir was subjected to fal se
accusations, had agreed to counter this through religious talks and Fri day
sernons.

Abdul Hanmid al so said Dr Mahathir explained that the Governnent had
never questioned the Syariah | aws and fatwa i ssued by the nufti.

He said the Prime Mnister also reiterated the Government's noderate
stand in handling religious matters.

He said the neeting agreed that the parties - the mufti and ul ama and
t he Government - needed each ot her

"Dr Mahathir also reiterated that it has al ways been the goal of the
Governnent to strengthen and enhance the position of the nufti as the main
authority on religious issues.”

Abdul Hamid said the nufti had al so agreed to refer fatwa (religi ous
ruling) matters to the National Fatwa Comm ttee to ensure uniformty.

They have al so agreed to a review of the fatwa procedure and
adm ni stration of Syariah laws, with the aimof enhancing efficiency.

The decision will be conveyed to the Conference of Rulers at its next
neeting at the end of the year.

Al so present were Terengganu Menteri Besar Tan Sri Wan Mokht ar Ahnad,
Umo I nformation chief Datuk Dr Yusof Nor and Mel or Assenbl yman Dat uk
Zai nal Abidin Abdul Kadir.
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