26/ 02/ 1997
El A on highway to hill resorts soon

Chok Suat Ling

KUALA LUVPUR, Tues. - The Environnental |npact Assessnment on the proposed
hi ghway |inking Genting Hi ghl ands, Frasers' Hill and Caneron H ghl ands
wi Il be launched soon, Science, Technol ogy and Environnment M nister Datuk
Law H eng Di ng sai d today.

The EI A woul d be carried out by the Woirks Mnistry with the help of
sel ect ed i ndependent consul tants.

"It will be launched very soon. There will be no delays,"” he said after
openi ng the Acadeny of Sciences Ml aysia building in Jalan Tun |smail

"After the study is conpleted, the EIA report will be submitted to the
Depart ment of Environnent.

"The study will ascertain the inpact of the 240km hi ghway project to the
environment during and after its inplenmentation, and will contain
recomrendat i ons on how danmage to the ecol ogy can be curtailed."

Despite protests fromnon-governnental organisations, Prinme Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad had said | ast Friday that the project would
go on.

Dr Mahathir said the Governnment woul d have to all ow devel opnent on the
hi ghl ands so that all Ml aysi ans would be able to reach these pl aces.

Wirks M nister Datuk Seri S. Sanmy Vellu had on Feb 23 said the mnistry
had nore than doubled the initial allocation of RML.5 million for the EIA
on t he proposed hi ghway.

Sany Vel lu said the high anount spent by the mnistry showed that it was
serious in mnimsing any threat to the environnent.

Meanwhi | e, Mal aysi an Nature Society president Datuk Dr Salleh Mohd Noor
said the building of the highway woul d reduce the attractiveness of the
hi ghl ands.

"The | oss of trees due to the construction and devel opnents associ at ed
with it will increase the tenperature of the highlands.

"Simlar tenperature rises in Cameron Hi ghl ands coupled with | andslips
had al ready affected the attractiveness of the place as a touri st
destination."

He said it was in the best interest of the nation that the ElA be
carried out objectively and openly while taking into account public
opi ni ons.

"The EIAis a legal tool that can justify the devel opnent of the hi ghway
if it is carried out properly.

"It also acts as a security for the public over the long term”

He said the ElI A should not only consider the inmedi ate effects of the
construction of the highway but also the long-termeffects and the cost of
nmai nt enance.

"The highway will not just affect the imediate area but it can al so
damage the environnent and cause flooding in conmunities |ocated mniles
away. "

Salleh said it was critical that the El A was done properly.

"Therefore, we wel cone the increased funding.

"Utimately, the findings of the EIA should be the basis for the
Governnent to nmake a deci sion whether to proceed with the project or not,"
he sai d.
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