03/ 05/ 1997
El A report for Cyberjaya nay be approved soon

El i zabet h John

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Cyberjaya's Environnment |npact Assessnment Report
shoul d be approved by May 12, Town and Country Pl anni ng Depart nent

di rector-general Datuk Zai nuddi n Muhammad sai d t oday.

Zai nuddi n said that the Departnent of Environnent had instructed that
some anendnents be made to a prelimnary ElIA report for the project and
was pl eased with the finalised version

The EIA report was prepared by Universiti Putra Ml aysi a.

Zai nuddi n, who is also chairman of the steering conmttee for the
ground- breaki ng cerenony and official |aunch of Cyberjaya, was speaking to
reporters at a briefing on the progress of the project.

Cyberjaya, the first "intelligent city" planned for the Multi nedi a Super
Corridor will conplenent the devel opnent and operations of the new
adm ni strative capital of Putrajaya.

It is located within the MSC, west of Putrajaya and covers an area of
around 7, 000 hect ares.

Executive chairnman of the Miltinmedi a Devel opnent Corporation Tan Sri Dr
O hman Yeop Abdul | ah, who was present at the briefing, said the first
phase of devel opnment woul d i nvol ve 2, 800ha of which 750ha woul d be
devel oped during the first stage.

The rest of the area will be devel oped according to needs and the
resources avail abl e.

MDC, Tel ekom Mal aysi a, the Sel angor Government, Pernopdal an Nasi onal Bhd
and Ni ppon Tel egraph and Tel ephone Corporation formthe consortium gi ven
the task of devel oping the city.

O hman said the devel opnment may, at a later stage, expand to cover the
hi nterl and and coastal areas of Cyberjaya, possibly including Carey
I sl and.

He said the devel opment of Cyberjaya was a very exciting phase of the
MSC as it was an attenpt to bal ance nodern technol ogy and the environment.
"Environnent is our selling point and the first thing that we hope wll

attract a visitor to Cyberjaya is the beauty of the place.

"Inline with this, alnmost 35 per cent of Cyberjaya will be designated
"green areas" which is nuch higher than the 10 per cent requirenent for
nmost ot her projects.”

O hman sai d he expected basic infrastructure at Cyberjaya to be
compl eted by 1998, including tel ecomunication fibre optic cables, roads
and the dedi cated hi ghway that woul d support devel oprment in other facets
of Cyberjaya.

The dedi cated hi ghway |inking Cyberjaya with Kuala Lunmpur City Centre,
Putraj aya and the Kual a Lunpur International Airport will be called Route
2020.

O hman said that so far 19 foreign and 15 | ocal conpanies had comrtted
t hensel ves to setting up base in Cyberjaya.

Conmpanies will be able to operate from Cyberjaya by |ate 1998.

Zai nuddi n said preparations for the | aunch of the project were well
under way and a grand day-1ong cel ebrati on had been planned for the event.

The project scheduled to be | aunched by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad on May 17, will cost RML nillion.

Zai nuddi n said the | aunch day woul d coincide with Wrld
Tel ecommuni cati ons Day.
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