08/ 09/ 1997

El ectronics nakes its entrance as an aid

THE concept of nmaking a visual presentation using an el ectronic notebook
and a video screen is not new, yet this nethod finally made its way into
the Umo general assenbly for the first tinme yesterday.

CGhazi Ranmli, a delegate representing Sel angor Umo, used the giant video
screen in the Merdeka Hall to augnent his debate.

He denonstrated the | atest CD-Romtechnol ogy that had been applied on
utilising the Quran, where a sanple of the Al -Baqgarah verse was recited
el ectronically.

Excerpts of reports on Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad
fromforeign nmagazi nes were al so di spl ayed on the video screen for the
del egates to ponder.

Ghazi, who decl ared his unabashed | ove for I T and conputers, said the
reports were proof of foreign recognition of Dr Mahathir's | eadership

Quoti ng excerpts fromFortune, Newsweek and the Far Eastern Economic
Revi ew, Ghazi said the country was now being "nonitored" by the world.

"W have to support the Prine Mnister to fight financiers |ike Soros
and other nmarket manipulators," he said. "W nmust win because the world is
wat chi ng us."

Chazi said the Multinedia Super Corridor project nust be supported by
al | Mal aysi ans.

"Sel angor Umo fully supported the MSC " said Ghazi.

To pronote understanding on information technol gy, Ghazi said conputer
awar eness progranmes |ike TV3's Cyberwave should be sinplifed to reach the
masses, especially those in the rural area.

Debating the sanme resolution, Negri Sembilan Umo representative Firdaus
Harun felt that there should be close nmonitoring on the inplenentation of
ruling on bumi putera participation and bum putera quota at national and
state | evels.

A conprehensi ve study and census both at national and state | evels
shoul d be conducted, he said.

Fi ndi ngs shoul d be revi ewed every three years to ensure the objectives
of the national devel opnent policies are achi eved, he said.

He said it was regrettable that a study by the Entrepreneur Devel opnent
M ni sty showed that only six per cent of shophouses in the Kliang Vall ey
wer e owned by Bum puteras.

"I'n ny place in Renbau, the number of bum putera ownership of shophouses
is alnost nil," he said.

It was al so suggested that UDA Hol di ngs Sdn Bhd be allocated RML billion
to buy lots reserved for bum putera which were not taken up until the lots
could be sold to eligible buyers in future.

( END)
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