15/ 08/ 1997

Eli se to nmake debut in '98

THE Lotus Elise will be marketed in Ml aysia by early next year, Proton
of ficials said yesterday.

Expected to be priced at around RML60, 000 for the locally manufactured
nmodel , marketing for the Asia Pacific and production of the sports car
wi Il be handl ed by a new company call ed Lotus Asia Pacific.

Lotus Asia Pacific, a joint-venture conpany between sports car
manuf act urer Lotus and national car manufacturer Proton, will operate a
production line at Proton's Shah Al am pl ant.

Proton owns the British sports car manufacturer

The national car manufacturer, which acquired Lotus |ast year, plans to
eventual | y produce 1,500 units a year.

Three units have al ready been built at the Shah Al am pl ant, Proton chi ef
executive officer Tengku Mahal eel Tengku Ariff told reporters in Kual a
Lunpur yest erday.

The 1,800 cc two-seater is currently on display at the Third Ml aysi a
Capital G owmh Opportunities Exposition in the DRB-H COM pavilion.

Meanwhi | e, DRB- H COM chai rman Dat uk Sal eh Sul ong di sm ssed runmours that
Mokhzani Mahathir is interested in acquiring a stake in Lotus.
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