26 NOV 1997
Abdul | ah- enbassi es
EMBASSI ES TO EXPLAI N ECONOM C CONSOLI DATI ON, SAYS ABDULLAH

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 26 (Bernama) -- All Mal aysian di plomatic m ssions
abroad have been directed to enlighten host countries and their private
sectors on Malaysia's efforts towards recovery from current econom c woes,
Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi said today.

Wsma Putra has issued a circular to the enbassies asking themto
explain the governnent's noves to overconme currency and stock market
set backs and at strengthening the econony, he said.

Speaking to reporters here after handing over the Malaysian flag to
participants of the Silverstone TransAfrica 4X4 Expedition, he said the
governnment would al so explain to other countries that Malaysia still needed
and encouraged foreign direct investnents.

Expl anati on was inmportant so that countries having diplomatic ties with
Mal aysi a could understand national and government policies in handling the
econom ¢ setbacks, he said.

The enbassies would al so explain how the current economic situation
could affect assistance provided to other devel oping countries under the
Mal aysi an Techni cal Cooperation progranme, he said.

Abdul |l ah said Wsma Putra had taken imedi ate steps to reduce the
mnistry's operating and other expenditures including deferring
construction of new enbassy buil di ngs.

He said one of the deferred projects was the new Ml aysi an enbassy
bui I di ng i n Washi ngt on.

Projects for which agreenents had been signed could proceed as
schedul ed.

Wsma Putra's expenditure cutbacks were in Iine with the governnent's
call for a two per cent reduction in its spending in the wake of the
current econom c probl ens.

Meanwhi | e, the Mal aysian team | eaves for Cape Town tonorrow to
participate in the 33-day expedition over a 17,000-km route across 12
African countries beginning Dec 1.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad is patron of the
i nternational expedition, organised by Silverstone (M Sdn Bhd.

The expedition starts in Cape Town passing through Botswana, Nam bia,
Zi nbabwe, Zanbia, Tanzania, Kenya, Uganda, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Sudan before
ending in Cairo. -- BERNAMA

RAZ rn



	EMBASSIES TO EXPLAIN ECONOMIC CONSOLIDATION, SAYS ABDULLAH (Bernama 26/11/1997)

