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Enmergency treatnent and trauma care vital: Dr M

Vendy Lim
EMERGENCY nedi cal services and traunma care are nore inportant in the
country's move towards full industrialisation, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri

Dr Mahat hir Mhamad sai d.

Mal aysi a' s epi demi ol ogi cal profile with increase in cardi ovascul ar
di sease, cancer and injury as major killers, he said, resenbles that of an
i ndustrialised country.

"The incidence of injury due to road traffic and industrial accidents is
fast accelerating. It equals if not exceeds that of Western countries due
to the faster rate of devel opnment in Ml aysia. Urgent action is required
both in terns of injury control and prevention as well as in the
devel opnent of service systens of energency nedical and trauma care," Dr
Mahat hir said when | aunching the first Asian International Congress on
Enmer gency Medicine in Kual a Lunpur yest erday.

Wth Malaysia's switch fromagriculture to industry, occupationa
injuries recorded in 1993 is five tinmes higher than Japan, Sweden and the
UK, he added.

In 1993, 56 per cent of all hospitalisations were frominjuries
sustai ned through notor vehicle accidents, 27 per cent were fromfall and
anot her 7 per cent frommachinery rel ated events.

For the sane year, there were 27.8 deaths per 100,000 popul ation and the
nunber of death related accident is expected to rise to 31.2 per cent per
100, 000 popul ation with fatalities increase during festives season.

"In economic ternms this represents a significant loss to the country as
a large portion of casualties are young adults between 20 and 40," he
sai d.

On the clinical front, he said, newinfrastructure are being built and
restructuring in the service systemand the provision of trained personne
i n energency nedici ne

"A conprehensi ve and i ntegrated energency and trauma services include
pre-hospital care, resuscitation and stabilisation at the energency
departnment, definitive care and rehabilitation,”™ he said.

Inline with this, the prinme mnister said the Governnent is considering
the establishnent of Paramedic Training Institute for hospital and pre-
hospital services.

Dr Mahathir said police, fire and other rescue personnel are encouraged
to assunme the role of "first responder” by performng initial assessnent
and basic |ife-support procedures, as they are anong the first at the
scene of an acci dent.

The "first responder” concept is recognised internationally as a cost-
efficient and effective part of an overall enmergency nedical system

"The concept of the first responder has been introduced in Ml aysi a
wher e individuals who are not specifically trained in providing energency
care but are first at the accident sites are trained with |life support
skills to save victins and nanagenent of other aspects of the accident,"”
he sai d.

Besi des the "first responder" concept, he said, a conprehensive
communi cation systemas part of an emergency nedical systemis needed for
easi er public health care access.

The country, he said, is planning for an establishenent of an energency
communi cati on network whi ch have tel emedi ci ne and t el eenergency
capability.



He said a conpl ete assessnent of patient condition between hospitals is
possi ble with the advances in audi o-vi sual technol ogy for expert
consultation. These technol ogies, he said, are nore inportant as the
country prepares for the Conmonweal th Ganmes next year.
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