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EM GRANT NMALAYSI ANS WELCOVED TO RETURN HOVE TO WORK

By: K C. Leong

LOS ANGELES, Jan 14 (Bernamm) -- Emigrant Ml aysians are wel conme to
work in Malaysia where they will be given the same treatnent as other
expatriates, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad said today

Mal aysi ans who had given up their citizenship would not face
di scrimnation should they elect to |look for jobs in Ml aysia, he told sone
400 Mal aysi an students and the Ml aysian community in California at the
Al - Khattab Msque here.

The Prime Mnister, who is |eading about 150 Mal aysi an busi nessnmen and
governnment officials, is on a week-long nmission to pronote the Miltinedia
Supercorridor (MSC) to potential Anmerican investors in California.

Mal aysia was currently facing full enploynment forcing enployers to hire
foreign workers. "So, there's no necessity to discrimnate against
ex- Mal aysi ans who can contribute to the Ml aysian econony,"™ Dr Mahathir
said responding to a question froma fornmer Ml aysian citizen who enigrated
to California 20 years ago.

He al so dism ssed speculation that he was interested in beconing the
United Nations Secretary-General, saying," I'mnot interested at all. I'm
too old to leave the country.” H's renarks were greeted with |aughter from
t he audi ence.

The Prine Mnister also urged Mal aysian students to join clubs to neet
ot her Mal aysian students as well as to interact with the locals so that
they could learn about their culture and nmaster the English |anguage

He voiced his disappointnent with students who only mingled with
students fromtheir own states and returned hone neither know ng about
Anerica nor being able to speak English well.

He called on the students to master English and other foreign |anguages
si nce Mal aysi an busi nesses were expandi ng gl obal ly.

On the Internet, Dr Mahathir said that the government was not in favour
of censorship, but would not hesitate to act if a crimnal act was
conduct ed through the Internet.

He al so hoped that the International community would adopt an
i nternational standard for Internet users that would ban pornography or
material that incited hatred, prejudice or other crimnal acts online

He said countries like Germany had al ready taken action to ban the
transm ssi on of pornography over the internet.

Dr Mahathir |ater broke his fast and performed Maghrib prayers with the
Mal aysi an community.

Earlier, he toured the Todd-AO Studios in Hollywod, a post-production
house for novies and tel evision series.

The Prime M nister was shown how sound, dial ogue and music are m xed
for the upcom ng novie "Dante Speaks," starring Pierce Brosnan. He was also
given a personal tour of the studio where he |earned about the creation of
tornadoes using special effects in a digital studio

Todd- AO and Infra Kekal later signed a menorandum of understandi ng
wi tnessed by the Prine Mnister. The MU calls for themto collaborate in
devel opi ng potential market for Todd-AO products and restoring old
Mal aysi an audi o and video products such as P. Ranlee classics through the
use of digital technology, Managing Director of Infra Kekal, Zait Mhd. Isa
sai d. -- BERNAMA
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