14/ 04/ 1997
Enpl oy horticulturists on projects

R Liew

| HAVE been following the New Straits Tinmes' reports on the the Federa
Governnent's drive to green the country. This refers to ongoing efforts to
save trees fromgreedy devel opers and contractors, not to mention ignorant
menbers of the public and civil servants.

Wil e the onslaught on trees by individuals is | ess glaring, what nature
| overs are nost concerned about is the scale of the destruction wought by
the very people who are supposed to bring progress to the nation.

These peopl e, npst notably the devel opers and contractors, are ruthless
in their quest to make huge profits.

So great has the destruction been that it has invoked pronouncenents
fromno less a personality than the Prine M nister, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohared.

Naturally the rakyat is nore reassured now that the Prinme M nister
hi nsel f has taken an interest in preserving our environnent.

Laws have been passed by the Housi ng and Local Governnent M nistry which
conpel devel opers to survey areas to map existing trees and then rel ocate
or replace them

I hope this works, because with so nmany projects ongoing, | amworried
the authorities will be too hard pressed to study the tree survey plans
and will be unable to conduct thorough counter checks.

Thus the large scal e destruction of greenery would continue unabated as
any | oophol es coul d be explooited.

Allow ne to suggest that a |l aw be inplenented making it conpul sory to
appoi nt botanists, horticulturists and plant physiol ogists to take charge
of this aspect of devel opnent projects.

The Governnent shoul d consider nmaking it conpul sory that at | east one

such professional is enployed on each project exceeding RML5 nillion. | am
confident there are enough such graduates to nmeet the needs of every
devel oper.

For the good of the nation's greenery, | would urge Dr Mahathir and the

rel evant authorities to study this hunble suggestion with a viewto
i npl enenting it.
R Liew
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