01/ 09/ 1997

Enhancing the skills of renisiers and deal ers

COVE OCTOBER, all trainee deal ers' representatives of stockbroking houses

will have to sit for exami nations based on a new set of syllabus.

The announcenent, whi ch was nade during the recent Third Mal aysi a

Capital Gowmth Opportunities Exposition, said 50 per cent of the new

syl labus will now conprise financial analysis and asset val uation. The

ot her 50 per cent will be on | aw and busi ness rul es.

The devel oprent of this new syllabus, which was driven by the Securities

Conmi ssi on, should be lauded. It is indeed tinely given the attractive

i nvest nent opportunities on the | ocal bourse.

It will enhance the skills and | evel of professionalismof both

rem siers and paid deal er representatives. This will be a crucial factor

to the investing public. There are many remni siers who had joined the

pr of essi on before exam nations were introduced. They would do well to keep

abreast of the rapid changes in the securities industry especially

relating to | aws and regul ati ons.

More often than not, the first person an investor approaches when

wanting to buy shares is a renmsier or a paid dealer in a stockbroking

firm Understandably, not all investors have a sound know edge of the

mar ket or know which are the best conpanies to invest in. This is where

the role of the remi sier and dealer is crucial

Rem siers and paid dealers are not nere data entry clerks whose task is

to key in buy and sell orders fromclients. They should be able to spot a

conmpany whose shares offer growh potenti al

The Kual a Lunpur Stock Exchange (KLSE) currently offers excell ent

opportunities for market players to pick shares at bargain prices. But

pi cking a winner is no easy task. The best bets would be shares of

conmpani es whi ch have strong fundanentals, not those which have seen a

steep fall in prices.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad has called on investors to

take advantage of the attractive prices on the KLSE. The tine is right for

sel ective buying of shares for |ong-terminvestnent.

Rem si ers and paid deal ers should rise to the occasion by gui di ng market

pl ayers in maki ng an informed deci sion.

After all, it is always better to take a calculated ri sk than ganble.
(END)
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