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Ensure only genui ne MoUs are signed

A. Kadir Jasin

VWEDNESDAY' S Cabi net deci si on requiring Mal aysi an conpani es which intend to
si gn menor anduns of understandi ng or agreenments with foreign parties to
carry out business ventures abroad to register with the Ml aysi an
enbassies in the respective countries is appl auded.

They are also required to register thenselves with the Ml aysi an
I ndustrial Devel opnent Authority or the Ml aysi an External Trade
Devel opnent Corporation (Matrade) stating details of their business
proposal s.

Speaking to the Press after the weekly Cabi net neeting, Internationa
Trade and I ndustry Mnister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz said the nove, which
took effect imediately, was to ensure that the MoUs and agreenments signed
are fulfilled.

This was rei nforced on Thursday at the neeting between Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad and visiting Mbzanbi que President Joachi m
Al bert o Chi ssano.

Dr Mahathir said at the neeting that devel opi ng countries should verify
wi th Mal aysi an enbassi es or nissions before they sought the services of
Mal aysi an conpani es to ensure that such conpani es were bona fi de.

In recent years, nany Ml aysi an parties have voi ced concern over the
apparent |ack of scrutiny and nonitoring of such agreenments which are
usual Iy signed in the presence of Dr Mahat hir and other senior |eaders
during their official visits abroad.

They have warned the Governnent of the danger of associating itself too
freely and closely with the signing of such docunents by Mal aysi an
compani es and cor porati ons.

Through this colum, | have as early as 1993 noted that too many
Mal aysi an conpani es, corporations and busi nessnmen seened to be signing
MoUs in the presence of Dr Mahathir and his counterparts during these
visits.

Noti ng that scores of such docunents were signed during Dr Mahathir's
1993 visit to China, | nade the follow ng remarks in the June 20, 1993
colum: "In Beijing on Tuesday, he (Dr Mahathir) w tnessed the signing of
nmore than 30 nmenoranduns of understandi ng between Mal aysi an and Chi nese
busi nessnen.

"Many inportant businessnen had their pictures at the cerenony published
i n Mal aysi an and Chi nese newspapers with the Prine Mnister in the
backgr ound.

"I amquite sure many of these pictures will end up on the walls of
boar droons and executive suites of many conpanies in Ml aysia. The MUs
may even push up the share prices of sone conpani es on the Kual a Lunpur
St ock Exchange

"When the brief excitenent of being in front of the canmeras is over, the
hard work begins. It is then that they have to nmake sure that the Prine
M ni ster's good nane and his friendship with the Chinese | eaders are not
abused. "

Raf i dah, in her Wdnesday's Press conference, said out of 363 MdUs and
agreenments known to the Governnent, only 186 were in the various stages of
i mpl enent ati on.

In nmy May 1, 1994 col um, when comenting on Dr Mahathir's visit to
Zi mbabwe, during which he was honoured with the request to open the
country's international trade fair in Bulawayo, | wote:



"But | sense that some Mal aysi an busi nessnen are not show ng ful
appreciation for this and have the tendency to mi suse, or even abuse,
their association with the Prinme Mnister.

"I amnot tal king about those who invited himto open their factories or
wi t ness the signing of bona fide joint venture agreenents. | amreferring
to those who quite openly use the Prine Mnister's presence as a publicity
gimm ck to push up the prices of their shares or lend legitimcy to what
is otherwi se a questionabl e deal .

"There had been instances where such projects and nenoranduns of
understanding failed to get off the ground because they were not properly
t hought out.

"W cannot expect Dr Mahathir to know or to be fully briefed on all the
projects, agreements and MbUs that he was invited to | aunch or w tness.

"It is the duty of the businessnen to ensure that what they are signing
or launching in the presence of the Prine Mnister is above board and wl|l
not bring his good nane and reputation into ridicule at a |l ater date.

"Beyond that, it is the absolute responsibility of his aides, especially
those responsible for determning his daily schedule, to ensure that such
invitations are thoroughly scrutinised."

In the Feb 16 col um, when commenting on Dr Mahathir's advice to
Mal aysi an busi nessnen to be careful when investing abroad in order to
avoi d being | abelled greedy, | said:

“I'n their enthusiasmto invest abroad, Ml aysian investors should al ways
bear in mind the i nportance of preserving the country's reputation.

"Dr Mahathir nmay not mind gracing cerenoni es where nenoranduns of
understanding or letters of intent are vigorously signed by all and
sundry. But we have to recognise that his reputation is as nuch at stake
as those of the signatories.

"Wth the Prime M nister preparing for another hectic year of
international travel, it is wise for people responsible for planning and
executing his trips to examne closely invitations to such cerenoni es.

"I think the habit of some businessmen of catching the Prime Mnister or
his officers by surprise at lunch or dinner to request himto witness a
hastily arranged signi ng cerenony shoul d be stopped. ™

Wth Mda, Matrade and the foreign mssions taking over the vetting of
MoUs and investnent agreenents, it is hoped that only the genui ne ones
will be signed during the Prime Mnister's visits abroad and during the
visits to Mal aysia by foreign heads of state and governnents.

The argunent that MoUs are required before proper negotiations can be
started should not be used in a manner that will jeopardi se the good nane
of the office of the Prine Mnister and the country.

THE Western Press and critics often condem the nedia in devel opi ng
countries for allegedly taking sides in an election, usually in favour of
the ruling party.

For this reason, they often portrayed el ections in the devel opi ng
countries as unfair and their outcones as questionable. In so doing, they
ignore the stark reality that their own nedia is often | ess than partial.
In fact, while claimng to be i ndependent and inpartial, their newspapers,
radio and tel evision stations are often blatantly partisan.

The nost recent exanple is the public announcerment by Britain's |argest
newspaper, the tabloid The Sun, that it is throwing its support behind the
Labour Party in the May 1 general el ection.

Hours after Prime M nister John Major |aunched Britain's | ongest
el ection canpaign in 80 years by confirm ng that polling would take place
on May 1, The Sun described his ruling Conservative party as "tired,

di vi ded and rudder| ess".
The Sun, which is owned by Australian-born nmedi a magnate Rupert Muirdoch,



went on to canpaign for Labour's Tony Blair, saying that the British
peopl e need a | eader with vision, purpose and courage who can inspire them
and fire their inaginations.

"The Sun believes that man is Tony Blair,"” it proclai med.

The Sun, which sells nore than four mllion copies a day, boasted after
Maj or canme frombehind to win the 1992 election that its support had
ti pped the balance. "It's The Sun Wt Wn It,"” it crowed then.

More British newspapers are expected to nake their stand, either
blatantly Iike The Sun, or nore subtly as the el ection canpaign
pr ogr esses.

Al ready The Scotsman has stated that it was not supporting the
Conservatives. Its editor-in-chief Andrew Neil stated his newspapers stand
in an intervieww th Channel Four telivision.

During the sane interview Andrew Marr, editor of The |Independent said
hardly any newspapers still enthusiastically back the ruling party.

NATI ONAL Literary Laureate Datuk A Samad Said's Lantai T. Pinkie is a
powerful play that many Mal aysi ans who grew up in the post-Wrld VWar |1
years can at | east remenber if not identify wth.

Al though it was set against the free-wheeling Singapore of the 50s, the
story line is famliar to nost people in Ml aysia who grew on the diet of
funfair and joget.

It tells the story of a joget girl, T. Pinkie (real nane Tengku
Si i ndahkuno pl ayed by Tiara Jacquelina) whose tragic life was all too
famliar in the world of the entertai nnent workers of the day - a subject
favoured by Samad in his work. (Renenber the tragic life of prostitute
Salina in his definitive novel of the sanme title?)

But in Lantai T. Pinkie, which is witten for the stage, Sanad goes
beyond storytelling. The three-hour play, which was presented by the
Utusan Mel ayu Group at Matic fromMarch 15 to 21, is | oaded with nessages
and comentaries not only of the period but beyond.

Built around the principal character T. Pinkie, the play tells the
tragic life of a dance hostess who was the product of a single parent and
sexual abuse. T. Pinkie literally grew up on the dance floor (referred to
by Sanmad as lantai), becane a joget girl and was ki dnapped by her gangster
patron who married her, abused her and gave her a daughter.

T. Pinkie was the representation of the margi nal people who led a
negl ected and abused exi stence in the closing days of colonialism They
were the people who did not matter nmuch to the British, Dutch and Japanese
colonialists as they fought to defend their dying enpires.

Then there was Nyai Sunarti Renko (Erma Fatinma), the | ovesick Javanese
m stress of a Dutch planter Tuan Del arosa, who came to Singapore in search
of her hairy-chested, snelly but kind-hearted col onial nmaster. She was the
enbodi nent of the generation that had accepted col oni al subjugation and
abuse as takdir (preordination) and the Wiite race as superior.

The future was represented by servant girl Puteh Su Abdullah (Marlia
Musa) who had all the confidence in the future of her nation and in the
wi sdom of her own peopl e through her determ ned courtship of the harsh but
wi se retired boat captain, Jongkidin Jaroi (Ahmad Yatim, whomshe called
Wak Mer deka

The dial ogue is varied, ranging fromthe bawdy tal k of joget girls and
musi ci ans to love, history and phil osophy.

Muhai ri (Hani Mohsin), the accordian player, made a consi derable effort
to convince T. Pinkie of how great her bottomis and that every nan had a
craze for it and Nyai Sunarti spent a considerable | ength of tine
recalling in vivid detail her |overmaki ng to Tuan Del ar osa.

Wak Merdeka and Muhairi, in his old age, spoke of history and phil osophy
that shaped their Iife and tine.



The nonol ogue was Shakespearian - |engthy and powerful - sone |asting 10
m nutes and nore. Here, players |ike Erma and Mazl an Tahir (playing the
role of Muhairi in his old age) excelled with Tiara and Hani com ng not
far behind.

The only part | felt slightly overdramati sed was the cl osi ng scene when
Muhairi related the tragic death of T. Pinkie in a crossfire between the
British forces and the Indonesian intruders during the confrontation.

Samad told nme |later that psychologically he was deeply affected by
konf r ont asi

The praise for the excellent presentation nust also go to director
Rosm nah Mohd Tahir of the National Arts Acadeny and the Utusan Mel ayu for
its sponsorship.

Wth nore and better cultural infrastructure being devel oped by the
public and private sectors, including the Panggung Negara (Nati ona
Theatre) which is under construction, the country needs nore quality
material and talent to fill the gap.

( END)
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