06 JAN 1997

ENTREPRENEUR DEVT FOR THOSE W THOUT | NHERENT TALENTS AS WELL

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 6 (Bernamm) -- Efforts by the entrepreneur
devel opnent ministry to develop "cultured entrepreneurs" are not
concentrated on those with inherent talents alone but also those who did
not have those talents, said its mnister, Datuk Mistapha Mhamed

He said the responsibility to devel op entrepreneurs was a conplex one
in ternms of the question of whether such people were self-devel oped or
could be devel oped.

"Wthout wanting to debate further on which is true, | am confident
that efforts to increase the nunber of entrepreneurs would be easily
implenented if the target group had people who possessed talents," he said.

"The concept of devel oping entrepreneurs would arise if the target
group conprised people who did not have inherent talents,” he said in his
policy speech at the entrepreneurship and econonic devel opnent conference
her e.

Hi s speech was read by the deputy secretary general of the mnistry,
Dat uk Khal id Hussein.

The two-day conference is organised by the Mlaysian Institute of
Econom ¢ Research (MER).

Must apha said the responsibility of creating entrepreneurs was not
limted to only extending expertise, know edge, support, financial support
and gi ving business opportunities.

It also involved changes in terms of mental devel opnent to prepare
oneself to take up challenges in the business field as well as a change in
work attitude and lifestyle which were needed to becone a successfu
ent repreneur.

Must apha said the ministry's devel opnent programe was not only neant

to create mllionaires but to create cultured entrepreneurs' mllionaires
and it was in this context that business ethics should be absorbed in the
progr amme.

He said in line with the aspiration of Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohanad to see Ml aysi ans achi eve excellent level in the
i nternational arena, efforts nust be enhanced to expand entrepreneur
devel opnent policy and strategy so that Mal aysia could produce intellectua
entrepreneurs who were nentally and spritually strong, he said

Regar di ng noves towards |iberalisation, Mistapha said there was a need
to enphasi se on the aspect of conpetitiveness as in the long run only
"firmse and entrepreneurs who are conpetitive who will succeed in facing
gl obal conpetition." -- BERNAVA
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