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Entrepreneurial, manpower training for S. Africans

K. P. Waran; Satwant Singh

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Malaysia has offered to provide entrepreneurial and
manpower training to South Africa in a bid to inprove the skills and
I'ivelihood of indigenous Africans.

Sout h African President Nel son Mandel a, inpressed with the high-Ievel of
techni cal and managerial skills and entrepreneurial know | edge anong the
peopl e here, has sought Ml aysia's assistance to inpart sonme of the
know edge to South Afri cans.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad during his discussions
with Mandel a of fered to provide such training since Mal aysia has been
successful in devel opi ng many entrepreneurs, especially anong the
Bum put er as.

Forei gn M ni ster Datuk Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badawi who briefed newsmen on the
di scussi ons between the two | eaders and the bilateral tal ks between
del egations fromthe two countries said since South Africa was devel opi ng
all its sectors, Malaysia wanted to becone a partner in the devel opnent.

"We are willing to assist in the training of the South African people
and investing in the country to help it devel op," he said.

This norning, Ml aysia and South Africa signed a trade agreenent and an
agreement on Merchant Shipping and Related Maritine matters.

Internati onal Trade and Industry M nister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz signed
the trade agreenment with South African deputy Trade and | ndustry M nister
Ms P. M anbo- Ngcuka while Transport M nister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik
and South African Mnister for Mneral and Energy Affairs P. Maduna si gned
the Merchant Shipping and Related Maritine matters agreenent.

The trade agreenent facilitates expansion of trade, econonic and
i ndustrial co-operation on a long termbasis and is ainmed at stimulating
the flow of trade, investnents and individual business initiatives.

Among t he neasures to be adopted include granting each ot her Most
Favoured Nation treatnent in matters relating to custons duties and
foreign trade formalities and the establishnent of a Joint Trade Conmittee
to di scuss nmeasures to enhance two-way trade.

The agreement would also facilitate participation at each other's trade
fairs and exhibitions with exenption fromcustons duties and ot her charges
for products displ ayed.

Mandel a arrived yesterday with a 115-nmenber del egati on, incl uding
mnisters, senior officials and businessnmen, for a five-day visit after
vi siting Singapore, Brunei and the Philippines.

Abdul | ah sai d Mandel a want ed nore Mal aysi an busi nessnmen to invest in
South Africa and stressed that peace and stability in his country would
continue to be naintained.

Mandel a had said nedia reports of a high crinme rate in South Africa has
changed with crinme rate now bei ng reduced and the situation continuously
bei ng i nmproved.

South Africa has also called for co-operation fromthe Ml aysian private
sector for joint-ventures in the tel ecommunications, construction, port
servi ces and ot her sectors

Abdul | ah said Dr Mahathir had urged South Africa to reduce the tariffs
i mposed on pal moil which are higher than the tariffs inposed on other
veget abl e oils.

Currently Pretoria inposes 400 Rand (RM256) as tariff for pal moi
conpared to 170 Rand for other vegetable oils and Ml aysia wants the



tariff for palmoil to be | owered or standardi sed with that of other
veget abl e oils.

Abdul | ah said Dr Mahathir and Mandel a al so di scussed co-operati on
bet ween Asean and South African Devel opnment Conmunity and bot h | eaders
hoped t he co-operati on woul d be conti nued and i nproved.

He said Asean's experience in successfully inplementing Small and Medi um
Scal e I ndustries in the region could al so be used to help South Africa
enmbark on simlar ventures.

South Africa remains Malaysia' s |largest trading partner in Africa and
| ast year's total trade stood at RML.36 billion which is an increase of
14. 3 per cent over the 1995 figures.

Mal aysi a' s exports which ambunted to RM719 million included pal moil
wood, rubber, tel econmunication and sound equi pnent, office machinery and
dat a processi ng nachi nes.

Mal aysia's inports totalled RM643 nmillion conprising gold, iron and
steel bars, cereals, paper, paperboard and fertilisers.
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