03/ 01/ 1997

Envoy neets PMto express gratitude

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Mal aysia's Anbassador to Peru Ahmad Mkhtar Sel at,
who was hel d hostage by rebels in Lima, today net Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad to express his gratitude to the Governnent for
its efforts in securing his rel ease.

Ahmad Mokht ar was acconpani ed by Foreign M nister Datuk Abdul | ah Ahnad
Badawi , Mal aysi an Anbassador to Brazil Datuk Zainal Abidin Zain and
Foreign Mnistry secretary-general Datuk Abdul Kadir Mhamad in the one-
hour neeting at the Prine Mnister's Departnent.

Abdul | ah, who was in Linma on a special nission to secure the rel ease of
Ahmad Mokhtar, said he also briefed Dr Mahathir on his nmeeting with
Peruvi an President Al berto Fujinori.

On neasures to beef up security in Ml aysian enbassies in certain
countries, Abdullah said the matter woul d be studi ed and recomendati ons
woul d be nmade to the Government.

Ahmad Mokhtar was anbng some 500 guests held hostage at the Japanese
Anbassador's residence in the Peruvian capital when guerillas fromthe
Tupac Amaru Revol utionary Front storned the place on Dec 17.

He was freed along with 20 others after 12 days of bei ng hel d host age.

In Kemaman earlier, Abdullah said the hostage-taking incident had not
affected ties between Kual a Lunpur and Li na.
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