02/ 01/ 1997
Envoy to Peru back honme for well-earned rest

Chok Suat Ling; Shareem Anry

PETALI NG JAYA, Wed. - After 12 days of being held captive by Marxi st
rebels in a hostage-taking drama wat ched by the world, Ml aysia's
Anbassador to Peru Ahrmad Mokhtar Sel at returned home today with his famly
for a well-earned rest.

Foreign M ni ster Datuk Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi , who accompani ed Ahnmad
Mokhtar on the flight hone, said the envoy woul d be submtting a report on
the situation to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad "as soon as
possi bl e".

Al so acconpanyi ng Ahmad Mokhtar on the flight were his wife Jeliah
Ghal i m daughter Mel or Hi dayah, Ml aysi an Anbassador to Brazil Datuk
Zai nal Abidin Zain and special assistant to the Foreign M nister Mhd
Radzi Abdul Rahman

Their flight touched down at the Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah Internationa
Airport in Subang at 1pm

Abdul I ah said: "We will be holding discussions with Ahnad Mokhtar. There
is much we can learn fromhis report."”

He said one of the | essons |earnt was how inportant it was to forge
strong bilateral ties with another country.

"Both the Ml aysi an and Peruvi an governnents conbined their efforts to
hel p secure Ahnmad Mokhtar's rel ease.

"Qur good relationship with Peru and Dr Mahathir's friendship with
Peruvi an President Al berto Fujinori were the factors which hel ped fuel the
efforts fromboth sides to secure the rel ease of Ahnad Mkhtar."

Abdul | ah al so said the security in Ml aysian enbassies in certain
countries would be tightened foll owi ng the epi sode.

"This is especially so in countries where there may be factors capable
of threatening the safety of our enbassy staff.

"There is no need to hire personal bodyguards for all enbassy staff,
however .

"We will act depending on the situation. If the situation demands
tighter security, we will act accordingly."”

He said the Governnent woul d not be revanping any of its procedures in
assigning diplomats to Latin-Anerican countries.

"We will continue forging close ties with these countries. Nothing has
changed. "

Abdul | ah t hanked t hose who have hel ped during the trying days when Ahnmad
Mokht ar was hel d host age.

"This include all those who have prayed for his safe and speedy rel ease.

"l have al so conveyed Dr Mahathir's gratitude to the Peruvian
Gover nnent .

"Dr Mahathir conveyed it in a letter which | handed over to Fujinori."

Abdul I ah al so thanked the staff in the Ml aysian enbassy in Peru, which
was headed by Zainal during the crisis.

Ahmad Mokhtar, who | ooked refreshed despite his recent ordeal and the
30-hour-long flight, said he was glad to be back on hone soil and thanked
the Governnent, especially Dr Mahathir and Abdul | ah, for working towards
securing his rel ease

"I would also like to thank Ml aysi ans who prayed for us.

"My wife received many calls and letters by fax and cable from peopl e
here who I ent their noral support."”

In thanking his colleagues at Wsma Putra, he said: "I hope this will



never happen to ny friends, but this is arisk that all diplomats nust
face. "

On how many days he woul d be in Ml aysia, Ahmad Mokhtar said he had been
instructed to return for a rest, but had not been given a tinme frane to go
back to Lina.

When asked to confirmif he would be returning to Lima as anbassador, he
said "Yes".

Ahrmad Mokhtar declined to specul ate on how the rebel s had chosen the
| ucky ones to be rel eased anong all the foreign diplomats:

"I could not read their mnds. | was always optimstic and believed
woul d be rel eased, but | just didn't know when."

Jeliah and Melor, 16, stayed cl ose to Ahrmad Mkhtar at the airport,
greeting the swarmof relatives who turned up to wish themwell.

The couple's two sons, Sharir Afandy, 21, and Ri zal Afandy, 19, are
still inthe United States.

Anong those on hand to wel comre them were the Chief Secretary to the
Governnent Datuk Abdul HalimAli, Domestic Trade and Consuner Affairs
M ni st er Datuk Abu Hassan Omar and the Foreign Mnistry's secretary-
general Datuk Kadir Mhanmad.

Ahmad Mokhtar was anbng sone 500 guests at a reception held at the
Japanese Anbassador's residence in the Peruvian capital when the Tupac
Amaru Revol utionary Front guerillas storned the place in a spectacul ar
raid on Dec 17.

He was freed along with 20 others after 12 days of bei ng hel d host age.

There are still 81 hostages in the residence as the standoff between the
rebel s and the Peruvi an Governnent enters its 16th day.

Mel or sai d she hoped the renmai ni ng hostages woul d be rel eased soon.

"I feel that a part of ne is still with them because ny father was in
there too."

( END)



	Envoy to Peru back home for well-earned rest (NST 02/01/1997)

