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By: Nur'ul Afida Kamal udin

MANI LA, Oct 29 (Bernama) -- An equitable partnership between the
government and civil society especially non-governnental organisations
(NG3s) is needed in conbating the HI'V/ Aids epidenic in Malaysia, a
synposi um here was told.

Presi dent of Ml aysian Aids Council (MAC) Datuk Paduka Marina Mahathir
said neither side could hope to nanage the epidem c w thout the other.

"The equitable partnership is inportant because the governnent has the
human and financial resources at the macro level while the NGOs can provide
the on-the-ground expertise and comunity support," she said.

Marina said this when presenting her paper on "CGovernance and H V: The
Interface Between Governnent and Civil Society" at the Satellite Synposium
on CGovernance and H V organised by the United Nations Devel opment Progranmme
(UNDP) at the 4th International Congress on Aids in Asia and the Pacific

The symposi um was partici pated by del egates to the five-day congress
and governnent officials and NGOs nenbers from Kuala Lunpur and New Del hi
via teleconferencing facilities.

Si x ot her speakers including Justice Mchael Kirby from Australia
presented their papers at the synposium ainmed at sharing ideas and generate
di scussi ons on governance and HI V.

Marina, who is also the vice president of the Aids Society of Asia and
the Pacific, said a nore constructive and positive partnership between the
government and NGOs could benefit all if a few |essons were adhered to.

Anong them were the need for government and NGOs to understand the
nmut ual dependance and accept that each other has a role to play, both sides
shoul d respect each other's expertise, provide nore training on H V/ A ds
for government officials, and NGOs should get rid of the culture of
financi al dependence on the governnent besides being nore professional and
efficient in their own nanagenent.

"NGCs al so need to nmake clear to the government that their work is in
the service of the country and not other parties. Oten because of cultura
and religious problens, some NG3s' work can be perceived as inappropriate
and even unacceptable, and sonetines suspicion arise as to the agendas of
the NGGs," Marina said.

She said the governnent-civil society interface, although often fraught
wi th suspicion, was necessary and could be inproved in fighting the
epi denmi ¢ which has so far infected about 23,000 people in Malaysia.

"If both parties accept that this partnership is vital to the
managenment of HI V/ Aids in a country, then they nust work together to ensure
that the relationship between themis a positive and constructive one in
reaching the ultimte goal of preventing the spread of HV in the country,”
she said.

Marina said MAC, the unbrella body for 32 organisations working in the
field of HHV/Aids, had problens during its initial years in advocating the
government for better prevention and education progranmes and for the
rights of People Living Wth H V/Aids (PWAs) as well as the marginalised
groups susceptible to H V.

Earlier, Justice Kirby urged politicians in Asia to take bold action
and "go beyond rhetoric" in protecting the rights of PWAs, saying that they
could do so by partnership

"They should form partnership across borders to learn from the best
experience of best practice in those countries wich have been in the



frontline of the epidemic at an earlier stage of its inpact,” he said when
presenting his paper "H'V - Wiy governance is so critical."

Kirby, who is also the president of the International Conmi ssion of
Jurists based in Geneva, said urgent obligations were needed from all |[evel
of conmmunity in "the business of Aids (work) of saving lives." -- BERNAMA
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