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Er adi cati ng poverty: Cuba keen to | earn from Mal aysi a

Fadzil Ghazali

MALAYSI A' S success in its rural devel opnent and agricul tural policies has
caught the attention of Cuba, and the country is keen to incorporate these
el ements in its devel opment progranmmres.

Cuban Foreign M nister Roberto Robaina Gonzal ez expressed this during a
one- hour neeting with his Ml aysian counterpart, Datuk Abdul |l ah Ahmad
Badawi , at Wsma Putra yesterday.

Briefing reporters later, Abdullah said Cuba is fascinated with
Mal aysi a' s experiences in eradicating poverty, particularly through the
concept of devel oping | and schenmes into commercial plantations for
smal | hol ders.

"We have inplenented the Federal Land Devel oprment Aut hority (Fel da)
concept to boost the earnings of rural folks. The concept | ooks attractive
to Cuba," he added.

Abdul | ah said Malaysia is willing to assist should Cuba want to
i mpl ement a Felda-like concept there as part of its efforts to eradicate
poverty.

He noted that oil pal mholds potential in Cuba because the country has a
climte sinmlar to Mal aysia's.

"Through such a concept, the rural people will have the opportunity to
own and devel op plantation land with strong economc potential. This
allows themto be involved in the country's agricultural sector," he
added.

Abdul | ah said that during the nmeeting, Robaina extended President Fide
Castro's invitation to Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad to
visit Cuba.

In addition, Robaina expressed his country's interest in setting up a
di plomatic office in Kuala Lunmpur. At present, Cuba has such an office
only in Laos.

Abdul | ah said: "We wel cone such a proposal. It is only a natural step to
have such an office when a bilateral relations reach a higher level. It
will further facilitate trade and i nvestnment between the two countries.”

Robai na, who arrived in Kuala Lunpur on Wdnesday, is |leading a five-nman
del egation on a five-day visit to Ml aysi a.

Later yesterday, he and his delegation paid a visit to the Nationa
Chanber of Commerce and Industry of Malaysia (NCCIM, where he net
representatives of |ocal conpanies.

Robaina told themthat the setting up of a Cuban m ssion in Ml aysia
will play a very inportant role in pronoting closer trade and investnent
ties between the two countries.

"W are aware that the inexistence of such a mssion in Ml aysia poses a
maj or difficulty for Mal aysi an busi nessnen to visit Cuba. We are trying to
change the situation," he said.

Robai na sai d Mal aysi an i nvestors should cone to Cuba and establish
business in the country as soon as possible so that they can take the
advant age of being in Cuba first agai nst other conpetitors.

"W admire your hardworking habits, professionalismand the manner in
whi ch your undertake your business. W wel cone you to Cuba," he added.

He said there are many opportunities for foreign businessnmen in Cuba as
|l aws for new investnments have opened up all sectors of the econony, except
for health and educati on.
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