19 JUN 1997
Abdul | ah- Er bakan
ERBAKAN S RESI GNATI ON W LL NOT AFFECT D-8, SAYS PAK LAH

KUALA LUMPUR, June 19 (Bernamm) -- Turkish Prime Mnister Necnettin
Er bakan's resignation will not affect the new y-formed group of eight
musl i m devel opi ng countries or D-8, Foreign Mnister Datuk Abdullah Ahmad
Badawi sai d today.

He said D-8, the brainchild of Erbakan, would continue with its
foundi ng objectives as those involved were not Erbakan but eight countries
i ncludi ng Turkey.

Mal aysi a, Bangl adesh, |ndonesia, Pakistan, |ran, Egypt and N geria are
in the grouping, besides Turkey.

Abdul I ah said he was aware that other Turkish |eaders also regarded D8
as an inportant forum for Turkey as well as to nenber countries.

"The inmportance of D-8 in forging close cooperation is well-received by
all parties including the Turkish government," he told reporters after
l aunching a book titled "Prophet Mihammad's Leadership: Altruistic
Managenment" and opening the U ana Harnonis Resort training conplex in
Gonbak, here.

Erbakan quit yesterday in a power-sharing deal with his deputy Tansu
Cller.

The idea to form D-8 was nooted by Erbakan to enhance econonic ties
with nenber countries to ensure a strong and effective grouping
irrespective of their political ideology.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad is anong several D8
menber country |eaders who attended the grouping' s inaugural summit in
I stanbul on Sunday.

In his speech, Abdullah said elected |eaders nust be credible,
efficient and trustworthy in discharging their duties and responsibilities
to the country and nation.

Such comendabl e qualities were necessary to enable Ml aysians to
emerge as a respected race in the eyes of the international conmunity.

Abdul | ah al so said dangerous "ills" like corruption and drug addiction
were cancerous to the society and should be w ped out at all costs failing
which they coul d destabilise the country. -- BERNAVA
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