31 AUG 1997

AGONG, MAHATHI R, CABINET M NI STERS ATTEND NATI ONAL DAY PARADE

KUALA LUVMPUR, Aug 31 (Bernamm) -- The Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku
Ja'afar, Raja Permaisuri Agong Tuanku Najihah, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad and Cabi net ministers joined thousands of people from all
wal ks of life to witness the 40th National Day parade at Merdeka Square
here this norning.

The colourful celebrations kicked off with a nusical dance performance
by primary school pupils at 8am followed by the procession 30 m nutes
l ater.

It started after the King inspected the guard-of-honour nounted by
menbers of the First Battalion of the Royal Malay Regi nent.

The parading of the Ml aysian Flag "Jalur Genilang" preceded the
procession followed by contingents from government departnents and
agencies, the private sector, political parties and uniform bodies

Simlar celebrations were held throughout the country.
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