26/ 03/ 1997
Ex- Aussie PM prai ses Dr Mfor outstandi ng | eadership

Leong Shen-|

KUALA LUWPUR, Tues. - Forner Australian Prinme M nister Bob Hawke today
praised Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad for being one of the
nmost successful |eaders in the world.

He said under Dr Mahathir's | eadership, Ml aysia had managed to
transformfroma comuodity-based econony to one which was increasingly
based on nmanufacturing and service industries.

Hawke said this in a speech during the official |aunch of the Jade San
Lenbah Jati honestead devel opnent at Menara Kual a Lunpur.

The project was | aunched by Housi ng and Local Government M nister Datuk
Dr Ting Chew Peh.

Hawke is here to forma partnership with Jade San Realty Sdn Bhd, the
devel oper of the project, to set up Wrld Pitch and Putt (Ml aysia) Sdn
Bhd, which was al so | aunched during the cerenony.

He is an adviser to Wrld Pitch and Putt Corporation |Incorporated, a
Canadi an conpany whi ch holds the franchise |icence for Wrld Pitch and
Putt gol f courses.

Hawke, who was Prinme Mnister from1983 to 1991, said: "As Prine
M ni ster of Australia for alnost nine years and since that time, as a
cl ose observer of world and regional affairs, | have had the opportunity
of nmeeting with and watching a wi de range of national | eaders.

"While it is a matter of record that your Prime Mnister and | have had
a couple of mnor differences in that period, | want to say that by any
objective criteria, Dr Mahathir must be ranked as one of the outstandingly
successful |eaders in the world today.

"Under his 16 years in the top office of this country, Ml aysia has been
transforned,” he said.

Hawke sai d econonic growth in Ml aysia had been hi gh and sust ai ned.

He added that the Ml aysi an econony had diversified fromone which
depended on rural and mning production to one in which a wi de range of
sophi sti cated manufacturing and service industries played an increasingly
i nportant role.

He al so said Mal aysia's society had becone nutually tolerant, with each
group reinforcing the talents of the other to advance the interests of the
nati on as a whol e.

"And, with all this, the voice of Malaysia, previously little noticed,
is nowfirmy articulated and listened to with respect in the region and
beyond, " he sai d.

In 1986, Hawke created a diplomatic row when he descri bed Ml aysia's
hangi ng of convicted drug traffickers Kevin Barlow and Bri an Chanbers as
"barbaric."

Dr Mahathir, however, responded by saying that the coment was Hawke's
opi nion and that he (Dr Mahathir) was not interested in what he had to
say.
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