12/ 04/ 1997

Eur opean students wel cone to study in Malaysia: Dr M

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mbhamad says European students,
particularly fromBritain, are welcone to study in Ml aysi a.

"W assure you our universities will be just as good. You can provide
some of the teachers and the external exam ners.

"Cod willing, British students will l[earn to appreciate our val ue
systenms and be nore friendly when they later work in the British Press or
inthe British Foreign Ofice.

"They m ght even | earn how to understand and speak Mal aysian English. |
am sure Mal aysia-British relations will benefit fromthis," he said at the
Mal aysi a-British Society and British-Mal aysia Society di al ogue i n Kual a
Lunpur yest erday.

Dr Mahathir said it was deci ded at the Asia-Europe neeting i n Bangkok
| ast year that there was nerit in European students in | arge nunbers
studying in Asian universities.

Dr Mahathir later witnessed the signing of a deal between Mara, the
Bum putera trust agency, and the British Governnent to set up a RVbO
mllion technical institute to churn out professionals in nmultinedia,
communi cations, electronic, and i nformati on technol ogy.

The British Mal aysian Institute, which will be in Kuala Lunpur, wll
of fer programmes | eading to Hi gher National D ploma (HND) awards of
Edexcel Foundati on/Busi ness and Technol ogy Educati on (BTEC).

The first intake of 330 students will begin in January 1999 and when
fully operational the institute will have an enrol nent of 1,000 students.

British Aerospace has been appoi nted project nmanager and will al so
manage "staff training"” on behalf of the British Government. Qther British
compani es such as BICC, GEC, Rolls-Royce and Vickers have made firm
pl edges to support the institute.

Mara chai rman Dat uk O hman Abdul and British H gh Conmi ssioner to
Mal aysi a David Mdss signed the agreenent.

Asked to comment on British-Ml aysian relations, Mdss said ties between
the two countries are at a high level. "The hiccups are in the past," he
told reporters.

"W believe that for the Ml aysian conpanies Britain is the natural
gateway into the European market and for British conpanies Malaysia is the
natural gateway into this region,” he said.
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