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Eusof f Chin: PMsatisfied with the judiciary

Vi jayan Menon

PETALI NG JAYA, Thurs. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad has expressed his
satisfaction with the judiciary during his first face-to-face dial ogue
wi th judges since he became Prinme Mnister.

During the cl osed-door dial ogue with 65 judges and ei ght Judi ci al
Conmi ssioners at the Pan Pacific denmarie Resort in Subang today, the
Prime Mnister also said he woul d respect whatever deci sions nmade by the
court.

Briefing reporters later, Chief Justice Tan Sri Mhd Eusoff Chin said
that Dr Mahat hir respected deci sions made by the court as he (the Prine
M ni ster) knew the court only nade a decision after exanining all the
facts and rel evant | aws.

Mohd Eusoff said there was al ways the avenue for appeal such as the
Court of Appeal in the case of any decision which was not right.

"The Prime Mnister said he is happy with the judiciary and with the
functioning of courts. During the dialogue we also had an opportunity to
voi ce our problens such as the shortage of manpower i ncluding support
staff and wages."

On whether the case in Kuching where the el ection court on Monday had
nullified the election of the State Assenbl yman for Kenena constituency
was brought up, Mhd Eusoff said Dr Mahathir did not mention it.

On the dial ogue which was held in conjunction with the annual judges
conference, Mohd Eusoff said it was just to nmeet the judges.

"I'n fact he has not seen the judges. He knows their nanmes but he has not
nmet them

"At the sanme tine we al so know himjust |ike everybody el se but have
never met him" he said adding the judicial departnent was under the Prine
M ni ster's Departmnent.

Asked about his feelings about the dial ogue, he said: "W feel very
proud that the Prine Mnister has taken the tinme to come and neet us and
find out what we need and to ascertain whether there are any shortcom ngs.

"It just shows that he is interested in the judiciary."

On Dr Mahathir's nmessage to the judges, Mhd Eusoff said he wanted
menbers of the judiciary to work hard and follow the | aw.

Asked about the independence of the judiciary, the Chief Justice said
judges were i ndependent to nmake deci sions according to the | aw.

"I'n other words a judge cannot nmke deci sions based on his own whins and
fancies,"” he said adding that Dr Mahathir was happy that so far the judges
had been naking deci si ons according to the | aw.

Al so present were Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk
Abang Abu Bakar, President of the Court of Appeal Tan Sri Lami n Mohd Yunus
and Chi ef Judge of the Hi gh Court of Sabah and Sarawak Datuk Chong Si ew
Fai .

( END)
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