24/ 09/ 1997

Evacuati on bei ng consi dered

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - It may be difficult to carry out, but the Governnent
is giving sonme thought to evacuating people affected by the haze in
Kuching i f the situation worsens.

Nati onal Disaster Managenment and Relief Conmittee chairnman Datuk Mhaned
Rahmat said the Sarawak committee on the haze had been directed to submt
a report on the |atest effects of the haze in the Sarawak capital before
further action was taken.

"This may be one of the neasures we will have to consider but we want to
take ot her preventive neasures first," he said. The Air Pollutant Index in
Kuchi ng went above the 800 Il evel this morning and touched 839 at 1lam

Mohamed, who is also Information Mnister, was speaking to reporters
after 5,000 nmasks were distributed to pupils of Bukit Bintang Grls Schoo
today. The masks were donated by MetroVision.

Later, at a separate function, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, who was al so asked for details about possible evacuation, said it
was sonething that was very difficult to decide upon

Dr Mahathir said: "I mght say that the i ndex has gone beyond 700 which
is very dangerous. But we have to find a place which is free from haze,
which is not so easy to find.

"I'f we can, we will evacuate. If not, we will have to ask the people to
wear masks, not to participate in outdoor activities and reduce the use of
mot or vehicles," he said, adding that evacuati on would be carried out as a
| ast resort.

He said this to reporters after witnessing the signing of a
col | aborati ve agreenent between Perusahaan O onobil Nasi onal and
Aut onpbi l es Citroen, France, with the invol vemrent of Usahasama Proton- DRB
in the manufacture, assenbly, and distribution of a new Proton based on an
exi sting G troen nodel .

The Prime M nister said as the whol e of Sarawak had been bl anket ed by
thick haze, the best nmeasure to be undertaken now was to try and hel p put
out the fires in Indonesia.

"That is the ultimte solution. W have to hurry up to put out the fires
and our people are already there. The fires cannot be put out conpletely
but at | east they can be reduced."

Mohamed sai d anot her nmeasure to reduce the haze being considered was to
spray water fromtall buil dings.

"The Fire Services and Rescue Departnent is |ooking into this aspect.
The Kl ang Valley has many tall buildings with fire-fighting facilities.
Water coul d be sprinkled fromthe top to reduce the polluntants,"” he said.
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