24/ 09/ 1997

Evacuation only as a last resort, says PM

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad yesterday said the
Governnent will opt for evacuation as the last resort to assist the people
of Sarawak, a state that has been placed under haze energency.

He told reporters in Kuala Lunpur yesterday that it will be difficult to
evacuate sone one million people in Sarawak because a place to house them
is not easily found.

"If we can we will we doit. If not, we have to encourage themto wear
masks and reduce outdoor activities," he told reporters in Kuala Lunpur
yesterday after w tnessing an agreenent-signi ng cerenony between
Per usahaan O onobi | Nasi onal Bhd (Proton) and France's Autonobiles Citroen
to manufacture, assenble and distribute a new Proton based on the G troen
Saxo nodel .

I nformati on M ni ster Datuk Mhaned Rahmat, who is chairman of the
Nati onal Di saster Managenent and Relief Conmittee, said earlier yesterday
that mass evcuation may be necessary if the haze situation worsened.

"What we want to do nowis to try to put out the fire. That is the
ultinmate solution. Qur people is already there (Sumatra) hel ping to fight
the haze problem W cannot put out the fire conpletely, but if we can
reduce it it will help the situation," he added

Meanwhi | e, the French anbassador to Mal aysia M Edouard Brai ne, who was
present at the cerenony, said he conveyed to Dr Mahathir the
reconmendati ons of the French Governnent on how to tackle the haze
pr obl em
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