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Ever est success shows Ml aysians really " bol eh'

Fauzi ah | smai |
THE " MALAYSI A Bol eh" canpai gn was first |launched in 1993 for the Singapore
Sea Ganes. It was relaunched in 1995 for the Chiangnai Sea Ganes.

And it has becone a national battle cry, not only in sports but in
al rost all facets of Malaysian life. And it was on top of the Everest at
2.10pm (Mal aysian tine) on May 23 that "Ml aysi a Bol eh” was nost evident.

Clinmbing the Everest is no ordinary feat. It is no small nountain and
extrenely difficult to scale. Still, 23 Ml aysi ans took up the chal |l enge
and showed determnation and grit, as a team to succeed.

Defying the odds, M M Magendran set foot on the sunmt to plant the
Mal aysi an flag atop the 8, 848m snow capped nountain. He was joined 15
m nutes |later by M N Mbhandas.

They were part of a final four-nmenber team which began the ascent to the
summt from South Col, otherw se known as Base Canp Four, |ocated at
altitude 8, 000m

The Mal aysi ans were not trying to be heroes. They clinbed Everest not
because it was there. And it was not a "fl ag-waving m ssion" as sone
critics have described the Projek Ml aysi a- Everest 97 to be.

It was a response to a challenge by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad, who believed that there is nothing Ml aysians cannot do
as a team

This is, indeed, teamspirit at its best and the determ nation of
Mal aysians to do it.

Mal aysi ans proved that they are capabl e of doing whatever they set their
hearts on if there is deternination, discipline and the will to work as a
t eam

The | atest feat will certainly inspire Malaysians to set records not
only in mountain clinbing but also in other fields which can bring about
wor | d accl ai mand recognition.

And, Mal aysians, too, will be able to nove forward with greater
confi dence i n whatever vocation, especially towards nation-buil ding.

There are many exenpl ary achi evenents of what Ml aysi ans can do if they
put their mnds toit.

One such achi evenent is the Perusahaan O onobil Nasional (Proton), which
was the target of many critics when it rolled off its first car, the
Proton Saga, in July 1985. The critics have since been silence as Proton
moves fromstrength to strength, manufacturing other nodels. Besides
Prot on, DRB- H com and Perusahaan O onpbil Kedua have since joined the |ist
of car manufacturers and assenblers in the country.

The Iswara, Wra, Perdana, Putra, Rusa, Kancil and the Satria are naking
Mal aysi a a proud notor vehicle mufacturer both locally and abroad. As at
Novenber |ast year, 136,951 Proton cars are on the roads in 39 countries.

Anot her exanple is the Vision 2020, Dr Mahathir's blueprint to turn
Mal aysia into a devel oped nation. Wen it was first unveiled on February
28 1991, many were very fast to shred the blueprint to pieces.

But Mal aysi ans have shown that the Vision 2020 is not nerely Dr
Mahat hir's grand design for the country. In fact, economc growh targets
set out under Vision 2020 have been net or surpassed.

Gross donestic product grew at an average of 8.6 per cent a year, higher
than the targeted 7 per cent. The econony has al so enjoyed nore than ful
enpl oynent. Manuf acturing now contributes over 80 per cent to exports and
provi des 34 per cent of all jobs.



These are i ndeed sone of the successes of the people and the nation. A
year ago yesterday when | aunching the Project Ml aysi a- Everest 97, Dr
Mahat hi r sai d:

"Only people who are willing to take up chall enges and who do not give
up till they achieve their goals will become a success.

"A race which is prepared to struggle to achieve its goals will becone
devel oped and respected by other races in the world."

Mal aysi ans have proven that they are a race that have the spirit - the
spirit to face chall enges and succeed.

(END)
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