04/ 06/ 1997
Everest teamreturns to a heroes' wel conme

Lazarus Rokk; Jasbir Singh

PETALI NG JAYA, Tues. - The Everest '97 teamthat entered the annals of
Mal aysi an achi evenents by scaling the highest peak in the world nmade a
si mpl e enough descent to reality today - they touched down at the Sultan
Abdul Aziz Shah Airport in an Airbus.

But well before that, at 2.10pmon May 23 (11.55am Nepal tinme), as M
Magendran planted the Mal aysian flag atop the 8, 848-netre snow capped
peak, joined by N. Mohandas 15 minutes later, they touched the |ives of
mllions of Malaysians who found renewed strength and belief in the
cat chphrase Ml aysi a Bol eh

(Mount Everest is about 20 tines higher than the Petronas Twin Towers
whi ch at 450mis the world's tallest building.)

Never mnd if 600-odd clinbers had repeated the achi evement since Sir
Edmund Hill ary and hi s Sherpa gui de, Tensing Norgay, first conquered the
peak in 1953.

The fact remains that the teamof 23 clinbers had braved the rugged
terrain and hostile conditions to win fanme and honour for the country.

It certainly was a nmagi ¢ nonent for the nore than 5,000 peopl e who
turned up at the Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah Airport, fromas early as three in
the norning, to accord the teama heroes' wel cone.

Mal aysi ans fromall wal ks of |ife canme together to show their support
and share in the victory.

There was a silat group in traditional Ml ay costunme, a dragon dance
troupe, kalari payat exponents and a Bhangra team

And there were school children totally caught up in the swelling wave of
enot i ons.

Most of all, the euphoria was in the shared know edge that Ml aysia is
able to hold its own with the best on the roof of the world.

No anmount of live television coverage can tell what it is like to be on
a nerciless nountain with tenperature as |l ow as m nus 40 degrees Cel sius
and the wind bl owing at 90km an hour.

It was "a nonent of joy and glory" for Magendran when he reached the
summ t of Mount Everest although he and team nate Mbhandas were the only
two of the four in the last leg who made it to the top.

"The view on the nmountain was beautiful - | could see Nepal on one side
and Ti bet on the other,"” said a jubilant Magendran who sai d he was
overwhel ned by the warmwel conre at the airport.

"You can only claimvictory when you make it down to the base canp.

O herwise, | would not be here to tell ny story," Magendran added, saying
that clinbing the nountain was only half the task and getti ng down was
j ust as danger ous.

When asked what was it that pushed himon, he said: "The thought that
Prime Mnister (Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad), the Youth and Sports
M nister (Tan Sri Mihyi ddi n Yassin) and the whol e nati on were wat ching ne
and wanted nme to conplete the mssion."

Magendran said he al nost did not nmake it to the top as his Sherpa guide
had accidentally turned off his oxygen supply.

"W had just reached the South Col and | had already finished one bottle

of oxygen. | changed the bottle and asked the Sherpa acconpanying ne to
turn it on but he accidentally turned it off.
"Suddenly, | felt like | had lost all nmy energy and was about to faint.

| called out to Mohandas and asked himto check my oxygen supply and he



told nme that it had been turned off."

Magendran, 33, an English teacher at Sekol ah Kebangsaan Tel uk Gadong
Kl ang, said he and Mbhandas were |ucky that the weather was fine and they
were able to make it down safely.

Mohandas, 36, a father of three and an admi nistrative assistant with
Shel | Tradi ng Sdn Bhd, said he was confident all the way up as the team
had made all the preparations for the assault.

Thi ngs, however, were not so rosy for two other clinbers in the fina
assault - Mohd Fauzan Hassan, 39, and Gary Choong, 29, who had to turn
back when they were so close to the summt.

Mohd Fauzan had to turn back because he was stricken with diarrhoea
whi | e Choong suffered frosthbites.

Mohd Fauzan, who reached a height of 8,400 netres, a nmere 448 netres
short of the sunmit, said he cried when he made the decision to turn back

"I got the diarrhoea at Canp Two fromthe drinking water. Probably it
was not boil ed. However, | got better and deci ded to push on."

Mohd Fauzan said the diarrhoea however struck agai n about three hours
after he left Canmp Four and he quit when he al nbst fainted from
exhausti on.

Choong was al so forced to make the difficult decision to turn back a
little while later, |eaving Magendran and Mohandas to conpl ete the
assaul t.
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