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Expert: Project is right initiative at right tine

The Mul ti medi a Super Corridor (MSC) project in Mlaysia has been described
as "the right initiative at the right tine" by the executive director of
Pri ce Wat er house Technol ogy Centre in Menl o Park, California.

George Turner, also a consultant of global consulting firmPrice
Wat er house I ncorporated, saluted Mal aysia and Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad for creating the supporting infrastructure for nultinmedia
and information technology (IT) industry devel oprments.

"I'n many devel oped societies, the absence of political will and the
obst acl es posed by the absence of |egislation and other protective
mechani snms i nhibit the growth of high technol ogy systemns.

"Mal aysi a appears to be dealing with these issues very well by providing
the right ingredients to make the super corridor and its applications not
only areality but also viable," Turner said.

Turner was speaking to a press conference yesterday after a briefing on
"Buil ding the Multinedia Super Corridor - A Look into the Future" jointly
conducted by Price Waterhouse with the Miltinedi a Devel opnent Cor poration
and Mal aysian Institute of Mcroelectronic Systens in Kuala Lunpur

"Wt regard the MSC initiative as extrenely tinely ... as a testbed for
t he devel opnent of new nultinedia applications,” he said. Turner was
referring to the MSC tapping into the growi ng demand for hi gher bandwi dt hs
for multinedia applications due to the "Internet revolution”

In particular, Turner recognised the potential for Ml aysia to becone a
global leader in the field of telenedicine. This is due to the recognition
of Cyberlaws in the MSC to protect intellectual property assets.

Turner explained that concerns of liablity risk is the main factor which
i npedes the growt h of telemedicine in other countries.

"Protecting the incentive to create and add value to intellectual
property of all kinds is crucial to building rmultinmedia-based i ndustries
and the MSC recogni ses this."

The briefing was targeted at representatives of |IT-rel ated conpani es.

The ot her speakers at the briefing were MDC executive chairman Tan Sri
Dr O hman Yeop Abdul | ah, M MOS president and chief executive officer Datuk
Mohd Azzman Shari f f adeen.
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