10/ 08/ 1997

Expensive gifts, souvenirs not for BN politicians

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Organisers of functions nust understand the
i nplications of giving away expensive souvenirs to Bari san Nasi ona
politicians and hi gh-ranking civil servants at cerenonies.

BN secretary-general Datuk Mohamed Rahmat said organisers, if they
wanted to gi ve away souvenirs, should ensure that they were not in a form
whi ch coul d be m sinterpreted.

"Token gifts need not necessarily be expensive. They need not be in the
formof cash or gold.

"Books and photos are the sort of souvenirs which will not bring about
probl ens," he said after the BN neeting chaired by Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad t oday.

Mohaned, who is also Informati on M nister, was comrenti ng on Dr
Mahat hir's statement at a Press conference after the neeting.

The Prime M nister said expensive souvenirs received by BN politicians
and hi gh-ranking civil servants at cerenoni es should be sent to the
Fi nance M nistry to be val ued.

If it was an expensive gift, the recipient would be given a choice of
whet her to buy it fromthe Governnent or to allowthe Mnistry to keep it
Mohaned said if organi sers of functions understood the inplications of
gi vi ng expensi ve souvenirs, the task of enforcing the new ruling would not

be a problem

"G ving away souvenirs is part of Ml aysian culture. The practice should
not, however, be misused.”

On Dr Mahathir's statenent that the BN would remain as a coalition,
Mohaned said the formation of a party for all races and religions would be
ideal "but it is not the right tinme yet."

"There are still comunal problens which need to be sorted out."

However, Mohamed said that efforts towards the formati on of such a party
wer e bei ng nade

"Umo used to be only for the Malays but nowit is open to al
Bum puteras. W will go about it slowy."

He said the formation of a party which will take in nenbers of all races
and religions woul d take some tine.

"If it cannot be established in this century, naybe it can be in the
next."

On the convention for BN youths, Mbhaned said it would hel p make t hem
understand the struggles of the party.

"The majority of Mal aysians were born after the country achi eved
| ndependence. They will not, therefore, be faniliar with the phil osophy
and fornula of politics," he said.
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