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FAA certification a breakthrough for aviation sector

Fauzi ah | smai |

DURI NG the third Langkawi International Maritine and Aerospace (LI M)
exhibition in 1995, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad had
announced the fornul ati on of a national aerospace policy to ensure orderly
growth of the industry.

Dr Mahathir said then that "it is tinmely for Malaysia to enbark on the
manuf acture of parts, engine and avionic conponents and training."

Si nce the announcenent, there had been no wite-ups on the blueprint.

Attenpts by Business Tines to secure interviews on the nationa
aer ospace policy proved futile although this paper was told that the
Mal aysi a- I ndustry G oup for Hi gh Technol ogy (M ght) had conpleted their
task in drawing up the blueprint and submtted it to Dr Mahathir in
Cct ober | ast year.

It was indeed hush-hush. Until |ast Tuesday, that is, when Transport
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik - at an "inportant briefing" on the
current devel opnents in the aviation industry - announced that Ml aysi a,
under the aviation blueprint, will progress fromnerely servicing and
mai nt enance of aircraft into a manufacturer and exporter of aircraft,
components and parts.

This progression is nade possible follow ng the concl usion of
negoti ations on the I npl enentati on Procedures Agreenent (| PA) between the
Departrment of Civil Aviation (DCA) and the US Federal Aviation
Admi ni stration (FAA)

The I PA - which will be inked between DCA and FAA on Novenber 3 -
provi des for technical and procedural acceptance by the FAA of a Ml aysi an
desi gn and manufactured netal aircraft, up to 12,500 | bs weight with a
maxi mum seati ng capacity of ni ne passengers.

It al so provides acceptance of 129 aircraft appliances manufactured in
Mal aysi a that neet the FAA technical standards order, including aircraft
tyres of Mal aysi an desi gn and manuf act ure.

It is a success of sorts for Mal aysia. Last year, Malaysia signed with
the US the Bilateral Aviation Safety Agreenent (BASA), which accords
recognition for the Malaysia aviation industry by the US. The | PA enabl es
the country to becone an origi nal equi pnent manufacturer in the aviation
i ndustry.

In the aviation industry, getting recognition fromthe US Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA) is like getting a "licence" to access the
worl d market. Wth FAA certification, a conpany can sell aircraft or
aircraft parts and conponents not only to the US narket but al so supply to
the worl d narket .

The Transport Mnistry and the DCA had put in a lot of work towards this
end, realising that Ml aysi an conpani es woul d need to have FAA
certification if the aircraft and aircraft conmponents and parts,
manuf actured in the country, is to be internationally accepted.

Dr Ling has described the process of aircraft certification and
manuf acturing as "an arduous journey."

If oneis to track the progress of Malaysia's aviation industry, it
woul d show that the country ventured into aircraft manufacturing | ong
bef ore BASA was si gned.

It was at the first LIMA in 1991 when Conposite Technol ogy Research
Mal aysi a (CTRM announced participation in the production of the Eagle
aircraft in partnership with an Australian conpany.



In 1993, Mal aysia took over the whol e conpany and the first production
nmodel of the Eagle rolled out of the Australian facility in Perth in
Cct ober the sane year.

CTRM i s expected to produce Malaysia's first designed and manufactured
conposi te-based aircraft in the country by the year 2000.

The conpany is currently being evaluated by DCA for "Al primary conmpany"
status, which has already been accorded to SME Avi ati on.

The industry's progress, however, was not w thout turbul ence and bad
weat her.

The first nmade-in-mal aysia aircraft could have cone fromthe Ml aysi a-
German joint venture to produce the Dornier Seastar CD2 aircraft. If
t hi ngs had gone wel |, the anphibious aircraft would have rolled out of the
the Bayan Lepas Industrial Zone in Penang in 1994.

But it was not neant to be. The joint venture' |ocal partner, Shapadu
Corp Sdn Bhd, said the project was "grounded before it could even take off
because of many technical problens."

Shapadu, however, is not disheartened. It has clinched a joint venture
deal with Australia's Howard Hughes Engineering Pty Ltd to manufacture and
operate the ALW2000 Iight wing aircraft in Ml aysia.

Shapadu group executive chai rman Dat uk Shahrani Abdul | ah said the
conpany plans to set up the nanufacturing plant near the Batu Berendam
Airport in Malacca. If everything goes as planned, the conpany's first
fully locally-manufactured light aircraft will be rolled out next year.

SME Avi ation would be the conpany that will place Malaysia in the world
map of aircraft nmanufacturers when it receives on Novenber 3 the country's
first type certificate and production approval certificate for its MD3-160
two-seater aircraft.

It will be the first type certificate to be issued for an aircraft under
Mal aysi an design control. The product approval certificate will also be
the first granted to a Mal aysi an conpany for the nmanufacture of aircraft.

This, according to Dr Ling, is a breakthrough for the aviation industry.

I ndeed, this is sonething Ml aysia and Ml aysi ans can be proud of.
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