19/ 09/ 1997

FAO to assist farmprojects globally

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The United Nations' Food and Agriculture
Organisation will co-operate with Mal aysia and 32 ot her devel opi ng
countries to increase food supplies to feed hungry popul ati ons.

Its director-general Dr Jacques D ouf said FAO woul d provi de expertise
and irrigation equipnent to these countries to increase their food
producti on.

"W are devising a framework for co-operation w th devel opi ng countries
to increase their food production so that they can contribute excess
supplies to feed hungry peopl e.

"By 2015, FAO hopes to reduce by half the current hungry popul ati on of
800 nmillion which include 200 million children."

Dr Di ouf was speaking to reporters prior to his departure today after a
two-day visit.

He also net Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad, his deputy
Dat uk Seri Anwar | brahimand Agriculture Mnister Datuk Amar Dr Sul ai nan
Daud to discuss FAO s food security programmes.

He said FAO woul d assi st in devel opi ng Mal aysia's overseas agricultura
projects in South Africa, Mal awi and Papua New Gui nea.

"FAOW || supply irrigation equi pnent to Malaysia's projects in South
Africa, of which only eight per cent of |and area had proper water contro
while 92 per cent depends on the weat her

"FAO is devising a framework for co-operation with the Ml aysian
Governnent to inplement our food security programme. We al so discussed
several refornms for Malaysia's agricultural sector to becone nore
ef fective besides its normal activities.

"FAOWwW |l continue towards this direction to increase global food
supplies.”

On Cct 16 each year, Dr Diouf said the FAO would | aunch its "Tel ef ood
programme" via international television and the print nedia, to raise the
awar eness of Governnents of its programes to feed hungry people.

"The responsibility of feeding inpoverished countries is not solely
FAO s responsibility but also that of the international society.

"W hope our international appeal for food supplies will receive a
positive response from Governnents of devel opi ng countries throughout the
worl d. "

On the famne in North Korea, Dr Diouf said although FAO had been
provi ding assistance to the inhabitants since 1923, the severe weat her
situation had devastated its agricultural sector.

"FAO is studying the rehabilitation of these agricultural effects in
Nort h Kor ea.

"The situation is difficult and we estimate 1.9 nillion tonnes in food
deficit," he added.
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