28/ 10/ 1997
Farms nodel |l ed after those in the Cotswol ds being pl anned

A. Kadir Jasin; Syed Nadzri in Edi nburgh, Scotl and

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad wants nodern farnms, nodel | ed
after villages in the Cotswolds in England, to be started in Malaysia to
repl ace the uneconomi cal traditional single-crop farm ng

He said the Governnment was | ooking for a suitable piece of |and, about
4,000 hectares, in Kedah to set up an experinental farmwth the
assi stance of experts fromthe Cotswold Agricultural College.

"VWhat we want to do is try to restructure our farm ng practices so that
we have big, nodern farns," he told Malaysian journalists at a Press
conference at the end of the four-day Commobnweal t h Heads of Gover nnent
neet i ng.

The Prime M nister was asked to comment on a report in the London Sunday
Ti mes newspaper that Ml aysia was building a replica of the villages in
t he Cotswol ds conplete with working farms.

He had visited the Cotswol ds last July and was reported to be inpressed
with the villages and their nodern farni ng nethods.

Dr Mahathir said farm ng nethods in the English countryside were so
advanced that an 8, 000-acre farmwas nmanaged by only ei ght workers and
grown with a variety of crops.

"What we want to know is, with advice fromthe College of Agriculture in
Cot swold, howto mix the crops so that even if there is a fall in price of
one crop, the farmers will be protected by the good prices of other
crops," he added.

Dr Mahathir said apart fromcrop cultivation and ani mal husbandry, well -
pl anned vill ages and hones could al so be built to enhance the | andscape
and create touri smopportunities.

"W have to change our way of living. We don't have young peopl e worKking
on farms now

"VWhat we need are trained farm managers and they will enploy a snal
nunber of trained people to operate farm machi nery and pl ant veget abl es,
fruit trees, padi, rubber and oil palm" he said.

The Prime Mnister said such farns could al so be used to grow | oca
herbal plants which were fast di sappearing.

According to the Sunday Tines, Professor Paul Davies, an agricultura
econom st fromthe college, had visited Malaysia earlier this nonth to
| ook at possible sites for the farm

The Cotswolds is famous for its farns and dry stone-wall ed cottages,
which are a great tourist attraction.
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