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FATE OF DRAFT RESCOLUTI ON ON PM UNDECI DED

By: Sal ny Hashi m

WASHI NGTON, Nov 12 (Bernama) -- The fate of the proposed resolution on
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr WMahathir Mbhanmad, introduced by a US
Congressnan, hangs in the bal ance as Congress goes on recess for 11 weeks
from Wednesday.

The neasure, introduced by Robert Wexler (Denocrat-Florida), calls on
the prime mnister to apologise or resign for his alleged "inflammtory"
anti-American and anti-Jew sh remarks.

The draft resolution, which so far has the support of 27 congressnen,
has not yet been introduced nor discussed in the US House of
Representatives, but nerely circulated to nenbers.

It is learned that the Ml aysian diplomatic comunity here are exerting
efforts to persuade nenbers to either withdraw or "tone down" the |anguage
of the resolution.

"Friends of Malaysia" on Capitol Hill are also being sought to nove in
Mal aysia's favour, a reliable source here said today.

Di pl omats here had hoped that US Defence Secretary WIIiam Cohen coul d
nmeet with Dr Mahathir in Malaysia on Nov 18 as Cohen nakes his trip to East
Asi a.

However, the trip, which would have taken himto China, South Korea
Japan, Ml aysia, |ndonesia and Si ngapore, has been cancell ed because Cohen
has to attend to matters on Iragq.

Cohen, a fornmer US senator, who has developed a close friendship with
Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |Ibrahim has friends on the Hll

The strong Jew sh |l obby in the US, which have poured millions of
dollars in congressional canpaign funds, would probably not allow the
resolution to be wthdrawn.

However, a congressional observer said, the resolution would probably
"die" or "get killed" before it gets a hearing at the sub-comittee
| evel .

A resolution such as this is not binding nor is it a piece of
| egislation that could be enforced, but nmerely states the sentinent of
congressi onal nenbers about a certain issue.

The strongly-worded House Concurrent Resolution 174 states:

"Expressing the sense of Congress regarding the anti-Anerican and
anti-Semitic remarks of Ml aysian Prinme Mnister Mahathir Mhanead.

Whereas over the |ast several weeks, Prime Mnister Mhathir Mhanmad of
Mal aysi a has publicly made inflamatory anti-Anerican and anti-Senitic
statenents;

Whereas his characterisation of a "Jewi sh agenda" to destroy the
Mal aysi an econony is hateful bigotry recalling the horrors of Nazi doctrine
and history's darkest nonents;

Whereas it is the responsibility of the United States Congress to
respond to the dangerous scapegoating of ethnic, religious, and cultura
groups throughout the world; and

Whereas the United States and Mal aysia had a close and enduring
rel ati onship since 1957, and the negative and volatile remarks of Prine
M ni ster Mhat hir Mhamad violate the spirit of friendship and cooperation
bet ween our two nations: Now, therefore, be it

Resol ved by the House of Representatives (the Senate concurring), That
it is the sense of the Congress that -

(1) the denocratically-elected Governnent of Ml aysia should, on behalf



of the Mal aysi an people, specifically condemm the verbal attacks
articulated by Malaysian Prine M nister Mhathir Mhamad;

(2) the Prime Mnister of Malaysia should hinself apol ogi se and
acknow edge the destructive and divisive nature of his words, or as an
alternative, resign as the Prine Mnister of Mlaysia; and

(3) the United States and Mal aysi a should continue to strengthen their
bil ateral cooperation and work to ensure the human rights of all ethnic,
religious, and cultural groups." -- BERNAMA
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