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FEDERAL GOVT WLL TRY TO HELP KELANTAN OVERCOME | TS FI NANCI AL WCES

LANGKAW, Dec 5 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad sai d today
the federal government will ook for ways to help the Kel antan governnent
overcome its financial woes.

The prine mnister said today the Kel antan PAS | eadership had asked for
a soft-loan fromthe federal government.

"The request was nmade a long tinme ago but we could not consider it," he
told reporters after 30-minute neeting with Kelantan Menteri Besar Datuk
Haji Nk Aziz Nik Mat at Hotel Langkasuka, here.

Dr Mahathir said Nik Aziz had wanted to neet himfor a long tine but
due to the tinme factor, the neeting could not be held.

"W tal ked about the problens in Kelantan," he said.

On the soft | oan requested by Kelantan, Dr Mahathir said the matter
must be referred to the finance minister (Datuk Seri ANwar |brahimn.

Meanwhil e, Ni k Aziz declined corment on the matter.

He said he was canme to Langkawi because he was invited to the Langkaw
International Maritine and Aerospace (Linma '97) show.

"Dr Mahathir is the host...we just drank tea," he said.

Before the nmeeting, the prime nmnister and Nik Aziz perfornmed Friday
prayers at Masjid Tenoyong, here. -- BERNAMA
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