23/ 10/ 1997
Fewer UK bound students seen

Must apha Kami | ; Kamarul Yunus in London
LONDON, Wed: Britain nay see a decline in the nunber of Ml aysi an students
in future as Kuala Lunpur reviews its policy of sending them abroad.

Education Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Razak said that anmong other things
the recent depreciation of the ringgit against the pound sterling neans
the cost to be borne by Mal aysians for education in Britain has al so
i ncreased accordi ngly.

The value of the ringgit has weakened in recent nonths agai nst sone of
the world's najor currencies due to speculative activities in the forex
mar ket .

Answering questions at the "Ml aysia-British Partnership: The London
Di al ogue", Najib said the Government will have to be nore selective in the
process of sponsoring students abroad, adding that enphasis will be given
to choosing fields of study which will provide quality to support the
Governnent's | ong-termpl ans.

He al so said that apart fromthe cost factor, the Governnent is al so
trying to encourage Mal aysi ans to pursue their further education at hone.

Last week Finance M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |Ibrahimin tabling the 1998
Budget, had announced that tax relief for parents of children studying
overseas Will is wthdrawn.

Naji b said privatel y-sponsored Mal aysi an students here will also fee
the pinch, and that they and their sponsors will have to dig deeper into
their pockets to allow themto continue their education.

He however said that existing Governnent-sponsored students in Britain
will carry on with their education

The CGovernment, he added, has no choice but to bear the increased
education cost for them

There are now sonme 20, 000 Mal aysi an students in Britain.

Naji b al so said that he sees a new node of coll aboration between Britain
and Malaysia in the field of education.

In education, the Education Mnister said there are still ample
opportunities for British institutions of higher learning to enter into
twi nning arrangenents with | ocal institutions in Mlaysia.

Najib also outlined the inportance that Ml aysia attaches to the
di stance | earning concept, an application within the Miltmedi a Super -
Corridor (MsSC) project.

He said the country plans to raise to 40 per cent the nunber of
Mal aysi ans with access to tertiary education by the year 2020 from 14 per
cent currently.

Di stance learning will assist in accelerating the process, he added.

Earlier in his keynote address, Najib stressed that Ml aysia w ||l
overcone its currency woes with the Government's continued efforts to
strengt hen the country's econom ¢ fundanental s.

He al so nentioned that Malaysia's political stability will continue to
prevail although there had been certain outside attenpts to weak havoc in
recent weeks.

The country and its people are in full support of the Prinme Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad, he added.

Najib al so outlined the existing strong trade rel ations between Britain
and Mal aysia, noting the record |l evel of trade | ast year between the two
countries | ast year.

In 1996 Mal aysia's exports to UK accounted for some RWZ. 49 billion while



i mports were about RVb. 48 billion.

UK's Mnister of State for Foreign and Conmonweal th Affairs, M Derek
Fatchett in responding to Najib's address, said London has no intention of
meddl i ng i n Mal aysia's currency woes.

He added that Malaysia will continue to be an inmportant nmarket for
Britain and for its investnment plans in South-East Asia.

( END)
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