20 MAR 1997
Mahat hi r - Chi ssano
FIND QUT EXPERTISE OF M SIAN FI RVB, MAHATHI R ASKS MXZAMBI QUE

KUALA LUMPUR, March 20 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad
today asked countries |ike Myzanbi que which enlist the services of
Mal aysi an conpani es to undertake mega projects in their countries to
ascertain whether the firns had the required expertise for the job

The Prime Mnister wants the countries to verify with Ml aysian
enbassies or missions in their respective countries or nearest to themto
ensure they were bona fide firns.

This was necessary as there were cases of Ml aysian conpani es which
secured projects abroad could not inplenment them and there were also
conpani es awarded projects tried to "sell" themto other conpanies in
Mal aysia for a "certain price".

Foreign M nister Datuk Abdullah Ahnad Badawi said this was the first
tinme that Dr Mahathir had explained the matter during his discussions with

a |l eader of a foreign country -- Mzanbi que president Joaqui m Al berto
Chi ssano -- during the delegation neeting at the Prinme Mnister's
Depart nment .

In this regard, Abdullah said he would direct Ml aysian enbassies and
hi gh comm ssions to request the host governments to deternine the
capabilities and status of the Ml aysi an conpani es whi ch undertake nega
projects in their countries.

"W want to ensure Ml aysian conpanies offering to carry out projects
in foreign countries to be bona fide and have the required expertise," he
said when briefing reporters on discussions between Dr Mhathir and
Chi ssano.

Chi ssano, arrived here yesterday |eading a 34-nenber del egation
conprising several ministers, on a four-day official visit to Ml aysia.

Abdul I ah said Dr Mhathir inforned Chissano that his governnent shoul d
contact the Ml aysi an Enbassy in Zi nbabwe (Ml aysia does not have an
enmbassy in Mzanbique) or liaise directly with Kuala Lunpur to obtain
i nformati on on Ml aysi an conpanies bidding for projects in that country.

"This is to curb Ml aysi an busi nessnmen from taki ng advant age of new
i nvest ment opportunities in Mzanbique to nake all kinds of prom ses and
proposal s but have no intention to execute the projects as they are devoid
of expertise and capabilities," he said.

He said Dr Mahat hir regarded such ways as unheal thy because "if
Mal aysia wants to be a partner in the developnent of a friendly nation, it
nmust recomend credi bl e conpani es which could deliver the projects on tine
and in accordance with the stipulated time and objectives of the project.”

The nove was to protect Malaysia's image and economic ties with other
countries, he said.

"W do not want Mal aysian conpanies to be disappointed with the own
doing of its private sector or businessnen who are good in making sweet
prom ses but cannot deliver what they have promi sed," he said.

Abdul I ah, however, did not nane the conpanies or businessnen involved
in such unheal thy practices.

Ysterday, International Trade and Industry Mnister Datuk Seri Rafidah
Aziz said the Cabinet had decided that Ml aysian conpanies w shing to sign
Menor andum of Understanding with a conpany with foreign interests need to
register with the Ml aysi an Enbassy and trade office

Abdul I ah said Dr Mahathir gave an assurance to Chissano that he would
get Malaysian firms to venture into the agricultural, |ogging



infrastructure and natural resources sectors in Myzanbique.

He said Malaysia would also offer courses in entrepreneurial skills to
Mozanmbi que nationals under the Ml aysian Techni cal Cooperation Programe.
Dr Mahathir and Chissano al so discussed ways to enhance cooperation
bet ween Asean and South African Devel opnent Cooperation, he added. --
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