17/ 01/ 1997
Firmawaits govt nod to set up sports car plant

Kamar ul Yunus

DESPI TE the tremendous publicity given to Delfino - the | ocally-devel oped
sports car - during the Langkawi International Mtor Show (Linbs '96) in
Decenber, its owner has yet to be given the approval to set up its |oca
manuf acturing plant in Ml aysi a.

Arni (M Sdn Bhd managi ng director Arjunaidy Mohd Noor Ariffin said the
company submitted the proposal to the International Trade and | ndustry
Mnistry quite a long tine ago but there has yet to be any positive
response fromthe mnistry

"W will neet officers fromthe mnistry and the Mal aysian Industria
Devel opnent Authority next week to sort out problens pertaining to our
application," he told Business Tinmes in Kuala Lunpur yesterday.

Arjunaidy said so far, the conpany only received the mnistry's
acknow edgenent of receiving his proposal to set up a plant to nanufacture
the Del fino | QL40.

"There was no followup to this, not even details on the steps and
procedures that we need to follow " he added.

Initially, the conmpany hoped to start constructing the proposed pl ant
early this year.

"Wthout the mnistry's approval, we cannot start work and this may
hanper our projection. W would really appreciate it if the Government can
speed up processing our application.

"This will enable us to deliver the sports car on tine to our custoners
who have al ready pl aced their bookings during the nine-day Linbs '96," he
added.

The conpany recei ved nore than 100 booki ngs and enquiries during the
ni ne-day Linos '96. Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, who
of ficiated the opening of Linps '96, also |launched the Delfino.

"We hope the Government will give the approval soon so that we can start
constructing our factory by this year. W have set a target to conplete
the plant, proposed to be | ocated near Port Klang, by the first quarter of
next year," Arjunaidy said.

At present, the Delfino is being manufactured in the UK by M nar
Engi neering Ltd, a 50 per cent Ml aysi an-owned and 50 per cent British-
owned conpany.

To pronote Delfino internationally, Arjunaidy said Arni plans to
participate in several international notor shows this year

"We have sent letters to several organisers of the international notor
shows to provide us with detail of their schedul es and programes.

"So far, we have yet to confirmwhich notor shows that we will
participate in because the organi sers have yet to get back to us," he
sai d, adding that the conpany is | ooking at notor shows in Japan,
Frankfurt, Birm nghamand probably Geneva.

Besi des the Delfino |1 QL40, Arjunaidy said the conpany also plans to
exhi bit a new nodel at several of the notor shows.

"W cannot just display the Delfino |1 Q40 at the show. W've got to have
a variety of nodels of our sports car," he added.

On the Detroit Mtor Show, Arjunaidy said the organi ser of the show had
rejected Arni's application to participate as they (organiser) want to
limt the nunber of participants.

"Since we are a newconer, the organiser turned down our application.
This was notified to us a few days before the show started | ast week," he



added. Earlier news report said Arni plans to exhibit the Delfino | Q40 at
the Detroit Motor Show to penetrate into the US market.
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