21/ 11/ 1997
Firms urged to sponsor the arts

Shahr um Sayut hi
KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The private sector was today urged to play a bigger
rol e towards the devel opnent of the arts through sponsorship.

Ut usan G oup executive director Tan Sri Kamarul Ariffin said today the
financial resources of the corporate sector could best be utilised to
further enhance activities involving the arts which he described as the
determ ning factor in shaping the "nation's soul "

"The arts have been the | east of our priorities in the quest towards a
nmore econoni cal |y advanced society and this has to change because a
soci ety's achi evenent woul d not be conplete until it has attained a
bal ance of both val ues."

Kamarul was speaking at the cheque presentation cerenpny at the Utusan
bui l di ng by Nexus Gol f Resort Karanbunai and Kertam Hol di ngs Berhad for
their sponsorship of Tanan Bagi nda, a children's nusical theatre
per f or mance.

He added that the conbi ned support fromthe private sector and the
public was critical in ensuring that | ocal arts presentations could
conpete with their foreign counterparts.

"We nust in the process, place our trust in the local artistes
capabilities because we cannot rely forever on being fed and i nfl uenced by
entertai nment inported fromabroad."

Kamarul when comendi ng the two conpani es for their RM200, 000
sponsorship of the play, described such efforts as "far sighted and
exenpl ary".

Nexus CGol f Resort Karanbunai, a subsidiary of FACB Berhad was
represented at the cerenobny by its director Datuk N k Kamaruddi n | snai
whi | e Kertam Ber had was represented by its business devel opment nanager
Muhi bah Ardani .

Al so present were New Straits Tinmes assistant group editor Ahmad A
Talib, Uusan G oup chief editor Datuk Johan Jaaffar and several personne
frombot h sponsori ng conpani es.

The play, participated by over 50 children of all ages, is organi sed by
the New Straits Tinmes and U usan Ml aysia and is schedul ed to be held from
Dec 12 to 17 at the Mal aysian Tourist Information Centre.

It ains to inculcate creativity anmong youths and to provide a heal thy
alternative in spending their spare tinme.

The conedy which revol ves around the daily life of an inmaginative child
who was a victimof her parents' separation, touches on issues such as the
ringgit's depreciation, poison pen |etters, environnental preservation,
child abuse, AIDS and the haze problem

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad who has agreed to be the
patron of the play is scheduled to attend one of the performances on an
undi scl osed dat e.

Those seeking further information may call MATIC or U usan Ml aysia at
03-2648337 and 03- 2217055 respectively.
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