24 DEC 1997
Sal ari es
FI VE AGENCI ES DEMAND SALARY ADJUSTMENTS

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 24 (Bernama) -- The 10,050 staff of five statutory
bodi es, who said they get paid less than other public sector colleagues,
today appealed to the Cabinet to expedite their salary adjustnents.

They are staff of the Social Security Organisation (Socso), the
Enpl oyees Provi dent Fund (EPF), Bank Sinpanan Nasional (BSN), the Arned
Forces Fund Board and Tabung Haji, the pilgrinms nmanagenent and fund board.

Their appeal letter to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad
was forwarded by chairman of the joint council of unions of non-affiliated
agenci es Mohd Noor Abdullah to Dr Nuriah Moon, an aide of Dr Mhathir at
the Prime Mnister's Ofice here.

Dr Mahathir is currently on |eave.

Mohd Noor told reporters later the agencies' staff have not benefited
from salary adjustnents according to the New Renuneration System (NRS) on
Jan 1 |ast year.

He said their salary adjustnents would not incur the governnent any
financial inplication as all the agencies are self-financing and could
afford to pay the readjusted salaries.

Mohd Noor said the agencies' staff were now being paid according to a
di fferent renunerati on system in accordance with the agencies' status as
statutory bodies.

As such , he said, they were being deprived of fixed conpensation for
housing and the civil service allowance paid under the NRS.

"These make our salaries far less than those getting the NRS salaries,"”
he said.

According to Mohd Noor, the joint council had submitted the case of the
agencies' staff to the Public Services Departnment which he said had in
principle approved their application for NSR sal ary readjustnents.

"It is nowup to the Cabinet to approve it. W don't intend to stage a
pi cket to back our demand as we believe the matter can be resol ved through
negotiati ons,"” he said.

In his letter to the prine mnister, Mhd Noor said he stated that
staff of the five agencies were denoralised and felt that their welfare was
bei ng negl ected. -- BERNANVA
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