24 DEC 1997
Cant een- Reacti on
FOOD PRI CES | N SCHOOL CANTEENS W LL BE MAI NTAI NED

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 24 (Bernama) -- The Education Mnistry has given an
assurance to nmamintain the food prices in school canteens follow ng the
intention of the canteen operators to increase the prices of all types of
foodstuff by up to 100 per cent.

Education Director-General Datuk Matnor Daimsaid today the mnistry
was prepared to discuss the matter with the Association of School Canteen
Operators Malaysia (Ascom) to jointly settle the problem

"I am surprised at the statenment in view of the current economc
situation and the fact that the decision was taken without discussions with
the Education Mnistry," he told Bernama when contacted in Kuching

He was asked to comment on Ascom president WIIliam Huee Thing Hoa's
statement yesterday that the association's 10, 000-odd nenbers had agreed on
the price increase because of spiralling operating and rental costs,
difficulty in getting workers and the inposition of various |licence fees.

Mat nor said an increase in canteen food prices wuld have a great
i npact on students nationwi de and a detailed study nust be conducted to
avoi d probl ens.

Meanwhi | e, the National Union of Teaching Profession (NUTP) threatened
to launch a canpaign to boycott school canteens if Ascom went ahead with
its plan.

NUTP secretary-general N. Siva Subramaniam who said this, urged the
canteen operators to heed Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s
call to all paties to make sacrifices and not to take the advantage of the
current econonic crisis to raise prices.

A price increase would al so have adverse consequences as the students
would turn to hawkers who were likely to sell cheaper without caring for
cleanliness and nutritional value, he said.

Subramani am al so advi sed parents to pack food for their children to
take to school to save expenses and ensure cleanliness

The headmaster of Sekol ah Kebangsaan Danmansara Utama, Dzul kifli
Jamhari, called on Ascomto review it decision because a price increase
woul d burden the students, parents and teachers.

He said although the prices of raw materials had risen, this could be
resol ved through other neans.

Sekol ah Rendah Keramat AU3 co-curricul um seni or assistant Ooi Hock
Leong said an increase of 20 per cent or 30 per cent night be acceptable
but not 100 per cent.

In KUCH NG Sarawak Teachers Union (STU) president WIIiam Ghani Bina
sai d any increase of canteen food prices under the present economnic
situation woul d have negative inpact on the devel opnment of education with a
possi bl e increase in school dropouts.

He said a price hike would force students to work after school hours to
hel p neet the additional expenses as parents were already facing the high
cost of daily essentials.

Ghani said the school canteen nenus should al so be reviewed to include
nore locally-sourced itenms to avoid a price hike.

He said although the school canteen food prices had not been revi ewed
for 10 years, the operators should take into account the present econony
and the interests of the country's four mllion students

In KUANTAN, Menteri Besar Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob called on the canteen
operators to reconsider their nove in the interests of everyone as the



parents night decide to pack food for their children and di scourage them
from buyi ng canteen food.

He said the proposed increase would al so burden parents, especially
those in the urban areas, who already had to pay the bus fares

In KANGAR, Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Shahidan Kassim strongly opposed
the nover saying that it was inproper to increase the canteen food prices
at a tine when the people and country were facing an econom ¢ sl owdown.

Meanwhi | e, the Education Mnister's office, in a statenent today,
expressed surprise over the proposed increase and questioned the legality
of Ascomwhich it said was deregistered in 1987.

Logi cally, Huee was not qualified to maky any press statenent in
Ascomi s nane, it said.

The statenent said that only those whose quotations were accepted by
the governnment were allowed to operate school canteens.

It disnmissed the claimthat the canteen rentals had increased annually
because the rentals were included in the quotations.

Mal aysi an Musl i m Students Associ ati on secretary-general Ahnmad Shabri m
Moharmed Sidek said the proposed increase could cause a student's food
expenses to reach RMBO a nonth. -- BERNAMA
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