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Food Production Comrittee to boost out put

Cheah Chor Soo

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - The MCA, together with the Associ ated Chi nese Chanber
of Commerce and I ndustries Mal aysia and the Federati on of Chi nese Assenbly
Hal | s of Mal aysia, today set up a Joint Food Production Committee to boost
food producti on.

MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik, in pledging the party's
support for activities undertaken by the National Econom c Action Council,
said today the conmittee's first objective would be to identify suitable
areas, such as ex-mining land, for the cultivation of food crops.

On Thursday, the Ummo Suprene Council, chaired by Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, had recomrended the formation of the council to
seek ways to overcone the country's economc problens. It would be
supported at the State |evel.

It would al so nonitor closely the country's econony and devi se
strategies to overcone problens and facilitate growh.

Dr Ling said Acccimagriculture committee chief Datuk Li mFung Chee,
FCAHM presi dent Dat uk Ng Teck Fong and MCA Econoni c Bureau chi ef Datuk Dr
Fong Chan Onn woul d co-ordinate with heads of the State Agriculture
Conmittees "to quickly crystallise some firmideas".

"We hope to focus our attention on food production by nobilising the
expertise of our nenbers.

"These three individuals will have the power to co-ordinate and we will
| et our people on the ground, nanely the party's State Executive Counci
menbers, Assenbl ynmen and MPs, knhow so that they can respond quickly if
call ed upon,” he told a Press conference after chairing an energency
meet i ng.

Dr Ling, who is also Transport Mnister, said the neeting had di scussed
the chal l enges facing the country and their inplications on the econony.
The di scussion included the currency and stock market problens, industrial
and agriculture sectors, food prices, wages, goods and services, and
tourism

He said Acccim whose nenbers include nmanufacturers, would al so take
steps to increase exports, keep wages | ow and ensure conpetitiveness in
the worl d market.

"W will decrease inports to save foreign exchange and, at the sane
time, accept all belt-tightening neasures.

"We are also willing to sacrifice and face short-termdifficulties so
that the country can gain in the long term

"W will go all out to assist the Governnent as outlined by Dr Mahathir.
And once we are ready, we will present the ideas to the Prime Mnister and
all the Menteri Besar," he said.
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