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For better control of aliens

ITis an understatenent to say that Ml aysia's dependence on foreign

I abour inits rapid industrialisation pace is causing the country a
headache. As events unfolded in the past year, locals could not help but
gather the inpression that if no effective solution is found to deal with
the burgeoning problem it will inevitably develop into a nightmare for
the Governnment and the people. The end result as Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad aptly warned on Monday may be that the country will be
swanped and its security endangered.

Engagi ng foreign workers is not a bad thing per se and is not unique to
Mal aysi a whi ch faces an acute | abour shortage. It was not |ong ago that
Parliament was told that foreign | abour will continue to play a prom nent
role in the construction and plantation sectors beyond the year 2000. But
having said that, we cannot turn a blind eye to the negative consequences
of foreign | abour enploynent fromthe econonic, social and security
vi ewpoi nts. Thus, the Governnent's announcenent on Wednesday t hat
recrui tnment of unskilled foreign |abour for all sectors will be frozen
with inmedi ate effect, comes as no surprise to many. Swanped with 1.7
mllion foreign workers, including illegals, the runmblings and signals had
been there for a while. Apart fromstatenents by the top | eaders, nore
stringent |aws have been introduced and there are the actions to
regul ari se and to hunt down illegals. In addition, approvals for new entry
permts for foreign workers in the construction, services and plantation
sectors have stopped since July 10 last year. Al these point to a
rigorous effort to tackle this difficult problemand bring it under
control

Judgi ng by the Governnent's rationale for inposing the total freeze
until an appropriate tine "when the situation is brought under control”

t he behavi our of enployers and foreign workers may have hastened the

cl anpdown. Wile nany enpl oyers are no doubt acting in good faith, it is
evident that not a few are exploiting the situation in opting for

expedi ency. For some tinme now the authorities have warned enpl oyers not to
di spl ace locals for foreigners just because they are easier to control and
to exploit. This is another reason for the freeze, to conpel enployers to
give preference to | ocals. Last week's |ong queues of enployers to renew
work permts for their foreign workers at the el eventh hour, al npst
throwi ng the renewal exercise with its Aug 15 deadline out of gear, m ght
have al so exasperated the authorities.

"W have to do this because it seens that enployers feel that they have
the right to recruit foreign workers. Enployers get angry if we are late

in processing the applications ... Wrse, foreign workers have adopted the
attitude that they have a right to work in Malaysia," said Deputy Hone
M ni ster Datuk Tajol Rosli Chazali, in announcing the drastic governnent

action. Indeed, we could not agree nore.

It is clear fromthe authorities' statement that it is anxious to
effectively deal with the foreign workers' entry problem Tajol Rosl
reveal ed that the ministry is devising a mechanismto tackle it but was
short on details. It is inperative that the Governnent adopt a holistic
approach by addressing foreign | abour issues fromall angles and focusing
on long-termsolutions. Enployers and workers' unions have to aid in this
important task for their own good and that of the country.
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