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Umo- cl ubs
FORElI GN OBSERVERS WELCOME UMNO PRESI DENT' S SPEECH

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 5 (Bernamm) -- The policy address of Umo president
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, touching mainly on issues relating to
religion and | anguage, had drawn the interest of many foreign observers
especially students who are nenbers of Umo clubs in overseas.

According to the adviser of Connecticut Umo Club, United States, Zaidi
Che Mat, the president's address at the opening of the 51st Umo Cenera
Assenbly here today had awakened the Ml ays to nobve ahead without having to
sacrifice their cultural val ues.

"This is the first tine that | hear Dr Mahathir openly gives his
opi nion about religion which has been vaguely comented all this while," he
sai d.

The Chai rman of Chicago Umo C ub Ahrmad | kram Isnmail wel coned Dr
Mahat hir's suggestion of wanting the Malays to learn foreign |anguages in
pursuit of know edge.

"It's not the governnment's intention to neglect the Ml ay |anguage but
this is inmportant in our pursuit of know edge. W nust be proficient in
ot her languages like English to master foreign skills because al
i nformation technol ogy cone from the Wst, especially the States," he said

According to him technol ogical transfer is very rapid and Mal ays have
al ways been left behind because translating books from English into Mlay
| anguage takes considerable tine.

He said what was enphasi sed by Dr Mahathir was that Ml ays nust be
proficient in other |anguages so as to put themon the sane level with
others in pursuing their ambitions.

Surabaya Umo C ub chairman Hazni zul Fai zal Hashim was drawn to Prinme
M nister's speech on attitude changes anong the Ml ays for a nore
successful Malay community to ensure that future generations could stil
enj oy what the current generation was enjoying.

Hazni zul too agreed with Dr Mahathir on view of absorbing the Islanic
values in noderation, slowmy and not done in a hurry.

"I hope that Umo's struggle as voiced by the President will succeed
for the race, religion and nation's sake," said Haznizul who also felt that
one needed to master at least two or three | anguages to succeed

Mohamad Lufti Zakaria, the President of Cairo Umo Cub, said that
religi ous education should be taught during the early age anong the
children to ensure that they would not fall prey to social problens when
t hey grew up.

Moharmad Lufti, a student in Reveal ed Know edge, said religious
know edge and secul ar rmust always be in equilibriumto develop a country
successfully. -- BERNAVA
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